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Burundi 


Nation Urged To Resist Ndadaye’s Avengers 


EA2110152495 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 20 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Text) Tomorrow, Friday [as heard] 21 
October, Burundi commemorates the second anniver- 
sary of the assassination of President Melchior Nda- 
daye, who was elected democratically on 1 June 1993. 
To mark the anniversary, the president of the Republic 
[Sylvestre Ntibantunganya] has addressed a message to 
the Burundian nation. Here with the highlights of the 
message is Jean Mvuyekure: 


[Begin Mvuyekure recording] In his message to the 
nation, the head of state said that when President 
Ndadaye was elected as the first democratically-elected 
president of Burundi, people believed that exclusion 
from power and the monopoly of power was ending. 
The president-elect immediately set about restoring 
confidence between Burundians. 


The head of state said that, despite the fact that 
Ndadaye had won on | June [1993], he remained in 
control of himself because he was aware of the heavy 
responsibilities which he was facing. He praised the 
people who were defeated in the elections without 
mocking them, saying that with democracy there had 
to be winners and losers but they all retained the right 
to life and respect. 


President Ntibantunganya said that people had to accept 
fair play when faced with election results in a democ- 
racy. However, this was not what happened in Burundi. 
Not all Burundians were willing to follow President 
Ndadaye’s political line. President Ntibantunganya re- 
called that a week before Ndadaye’s inauguration, there 
was a coup attempt against President Ndadaye which 
was fortunately thwarted. 


The coup attempt did not dishearten President Ndadaye. 
He continued with his program and formed a govern- 
ment of national unity, which reassured people. This 
is shown by the fact that he appointed a prime minis- 
ter from the opposition — the first woman prime min- 
ster in our political history. President Ndadaye firmly 
expressed the belief that Burundians had to get down 
to eradicating all kinds of divisions so that in his five 
years as president, Burundi’s ethnic problem would be 
definitively buried. However, his wish was not fulfilled. 
Indeed his assassination on 21 October 1993 was fol- 
lowed by massacres and killings among Burundiais. 


President Ntibantunganya said that the late Ndadaye 
left a legacy to Burundians, that of democracy. It 
was a democracy based on mutual respect and equal 
rights for citizens, regardless of their ethnic or religious 
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affiliations. It was a democracy which favored freedom 
for the individual and which united Burundians instead 
of dividing them, which reassured them and instilled 
confidence in one another by allowing people to prepare 
for and build a better future for all. 


President Ntibantunganya acknowledged in his message 
that it had been a failure. In fact, Burundi had been 
undergoing a major crisis for the last two years. Ethnic 
problems had worsened, and killings, murders, and 
massacres had become commonplace. In this situation, 
people became disillusioned, frustrated, and distressed. 
As a result, certain people had been tarnishing President 
Ndadaye’s name, accusing him of being the cause of 
their woes, while others were tarnishing his name by 
misusing it in their own political programs, which had 
nothing to do with President Ndadaye. 


In this respect, President Ntibantunganya insisted on 
drawing the attention of Burundians to two observations. 
First, Ndadaye was a hero for democracy in Burundi. 
Those who murdered him sincerely believed that the 
idea of democracy, which Burundians had received from 
him, would disappear along with President Ndadaye. 
President Ntibantunganya felt, however, that Ndadaye’s 
legacy had survived, and the main part of this legacy 
was democracy. 


Second, certain Burundians wanted to appropriate the 
name of Ndadaye. They were the people who had 
taken up arms, purporting to do so to avenge him, but 
instead of avenging him, they had denigrated his name, 
President Ntibantunganya said. President Ndadaye never 
said that fire and the sword could lead to democracy. 


Pres.dent Ntibantunganya gave a warning to all those 
who wanted to abuse Ndadaye’s name. He called 
on Burundians not to listen to them, as they were 
hampering the return of peace and development to our 
country. 


Ending his message, President Ntibantunganya called 
on everyone to rise together to denounce those who 
wanted to destroy the country by introducing the virus 
of division, and also to denounce those who wanted to 
use force to achieve political goals. 


In peace, nothing could prevent Ndadaye’s legacy from 
surviving. The continuance of the crisis helped the 
murderers and those who wanted to abuse Ndadaye’s 
name although they never knew him. The president 
of the Republic ended by calling on all Burundians to 
remain vigilant. [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Arrest Warrant Issued for Ex-Security Chief 


EA2010210195 Bujumbura ABP in French 
1258 GMT 20 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 20 October — Mr. 
Pascal Simbaduku, the chief of the General Staff of 
the Burundian Gendarmerie, told the national press 
on Thursday [19 October] that his department had 
received an arrest warrant for Mr. Audifax Ndabitoreye, 
the former administrator of documentation -the state’s 
security, an arrest warrant which was issued by Jean 
Bosco Butasi, the state prosecutor. He said, however, 
that they ran into difficulties when carrying out their 
mission. A few elements of the USI, the special unit 
for the protection of institutions, prevented them from 
entering. 


Asked about cooperation with the USI, Colonel Sim- 
baduku said that the USI was a unit within the Armed 
Forces which was being led astray by the dignitaries it 
protected. "We have the powers to take measures against 
them. We have a war council and a system for military 
hearings, we will apply the law against them", he said. 


Asked if the Armed Forces had a plan to arrest Hutus 
who were members of the ruling party, FRODEBU 
(Front for Democracy in Burundi], Colonel Simbaduku 
said that the security forces only went into action when 
told to or when given a mandate by the state prosecutor 
or when faced with a case where people were found 
committing an offence. 


On Mr. Audifax’s statement to the BBC that a truck- 
load of soldiers had invaded his residence for reasons 
unknown to him, Colonel Simbaduku smoothed things 
over by saying that he had indeed sent a pick-up with 
six men, led by a captain, but not more than that. A 
entire military truck was not needed to arrest a single 
man, however important he was, he said. 


Asked if the arrest warrant, which has not been imple- 
mented, was still valid or not, the chief of staff said 
that the warrant still stood and would be implemented. 
Asked for his views on the clashes between members 
of the same military body, the chief of staff of the gen- 
darmerie calmed the public down, saying that measures 
had been taken to prevent this from recurring. 


Asked who might have masterminded the confrontation, 
he said that Mr. Audifax was solely responsible for the 
incident between Army staff members, adding that those 
found to be at fault within the Army would also be tried 
in accordance with the country’s military laws. 


Asked when the arrest would be made, since it was 
not now, Colonel Simbaduku said that this information 
could not be made public. 
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[Paris AFP in English at 1247 GMT on 20 October adds 
the following: "Audifax Ndabitoreye, who was head of 
the country’s intelligence services for more than a year, 
is accused of complicity in interethnic violence between 
the majority Hutus and the minority Tutsis after a failed 
coup attempt in October 1993. 


"Contacted by telephone by AFP, Ndabitoreye said he 
would not ‘appear before the torturers’ and claimed he 
was the victim of a plot hatched by those behind the 
1993 coup attempt during which the country’s first Hutu 
president Melchior Ndadaye was killed by elements 
from within the Armed Forces, then dominated by the 
Tutsis." 


The report also adds: “Ndabitoreye has counterattacked 
with accusations that the public prosecutor Jean-Bosco 
Butasi ‘covered the coup leaders’ and that the head 
of the national police, Lieutenant Colonel Pascal Sirn- 
baduku, was ‘one of the chief ring-leaders’ of the coup. 


"*They know I have files and they want to silence me,’ 
Ndabitoreye told AFP."] 


Accused of Organizing Gangs 


LD2010212895 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 20 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Burundi, former intelligence 
chief Ndabitoreye has been arrested for jeopardizing 
internal security and has been accused of setting up Hutu 
armed gangs, said the head of staff of the Gendarmerie. 
He added that attackers recently arrested in Burundi 
had accused Ndabitoreye of being the main organizer of 
the extremist gangs who regularly clash with the armed 
forces of Burundi. 


French Envoy Denies Hosting Ex-Security Chief 


EA2010215695 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1130 GMT 20 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The French embassy in Bu- 
rundi has denied having hosted Mr. Audifax Ndabitor- 
eye, the former head of the national intelligence services 
now under judiciary prosecution. Ambassador Philippe 
Lajaunie said today that such allegations are sheer ru- 
mours. Asked about what he discussed with the attosney 
general yesterday morning [19 October], Philippe La- 
jaunie said the meeting with Mr. Butasi had no relation 
with the Audifax affair. But the attorney general him- 
self acknowledged yesterday to have evoked the affair 
with the French ambassador. [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Opposition Denounces Presidential Appointments 


EA2010213895 Bujumbura ABP in French 
1610 GMT 20 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 20 October — 
Mr. Charles Mukasi, the Union for National Progress, 
UPRONA, party chairman has given a warning to Mr. 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, in the latter’s capacity as 
president of the Republic, in a statement released to 
the press on Friday [20 October]. 


Mr. Mukasi said that UPRONA had noticed that the 
president of the Republic delighted in violating the 
very government convention to which he owed his 
mandate from the other national political and civil 
forces. Mr. Mukasi also announced that UPRONA 
would not tolerate indefinitely one man holding up the 
law and the government convention to ridicule, even if 
he were head of state. 


Peace and security, which everyone wants very much, 
can not be continuously threatened by the very people 
who are supposed to preserve them. 


The UPRONA party chairman accused the head of state 
of traveling at the cost of millions of [Burundi] francs 
at a time when the country was suffering in [word 
indistinct). 


He opposed the appointment to the national security and 
documentation services of people who had been driven 
away from the government and ONATEL, the national 
telecommunications office. He called on the judiciary 
to arrest Mr. Audifax Ndabitoreye, the former head of 
documentation, because of his offences and because he 
had ordered his guards to oppose the security forces 
which had come to arrest him. 


Uprona Party Urges Ex-Minister’s Arrest 


AB21 10223795 Paris AFP in English 
1337 GMT 21 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, 21 Oct (AFP) — 
Accusing Burundi’s Hutu president, Sylvestre Ntiban- 
tunganya, of protecting criminals and "riding roughshod 
over the law,” the country’s Tutsi-dominated opposition 
party has demanded the arrest of an ex-minister and 
warned that its patience was running thin. 


"The Party of Unity and National Progress (Uprona) 
will not indefinitely allow one man, even if he is head 
of state, to ridicule the law and the rules of government," 
the opposition party said in communique released Friday 
{20 October]. "He should know that, like patience, trust 
has its limits," the communique said. 


Uprona accused Ntibantunganya of preventing the arrest 
of a former intelligence chief charged with complicity 
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in inter-ethnic violence, and objected to several new 
senior-government appointments. 


Since Wednesday, the ex-intelligence official, Audifax 
Ndabitoreye has been protected from arrest on charges 
of "offenses against national security" by a special 
security unit reporting directly to the president. Reached 
by phone on Saturday, Ndabitoreye told AFP that he 
was "Still being guarded by five soldiers" and that the 
Situation was "relatively calm." 


The opposition party also protested the appointment of 
Hutu officials to top posts in the interior security service, 
especially Ferdinand Ngendabanka, who is "under grave 
suspicion of financial improprieties,” the communique 
said. 


This central-African nation of 6 million has been riven 
by bloody, inter-ethnic conflict between the majority 
Hutus, comprising 80 percent of the population, and 
the Tutsi, who have, despite their sma'l numbers, 
traditionally dominated the government and army. At 
present, Hutu President Ntibantunganya, whc heads the 
Front for Democracy in Burundi (Frodebu), rules in an 
uneasy alliance with Uprona. 


Armed Group Kills 13 in Eastern Rwanda 


EA2010212595 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1745 GMT 20 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Reports from Ruyigi [province 
in eastern Rwanda] say 13 people were found dead this 
day [20 October] in Butezi commune, (?location of) 
(Muyinga). 


The BURUNDI NEWS AGENCY correspondent in 
Ruyigi says that an armed group attacked Kireka, an 
area located in Butezi commune, and killed many 
people. 


It has also been reported that many houses were burnt 
and people had fled the area. Ruyigi is one of the 
provinces which has been seriously shaken by the crisis, 
and armed groups would be always there. 


Cameroon 


Movement Slates Province’s Independence for ‘96 


AB2110154995 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 20 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The separatist English speak- 
ing provinces of Cameroon are at it again. One of the 
English speaking movements of the country, the South- 
ern Cameroon National Council, has disclosed that it 
will proclaim the independence of the English-speaking 
provinces in October 1996. Joseph-Marie Muguen- 
Mufumba has the details: 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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[Muguen-Mufimba] The political will shown by the 
English-spea'.ing Cameroon separatists to proclaim their 
independenc on 1 October 1996 is perceived as a new 
challenge to 'he Yaounde Government. The Cameroo- 
nian Government has hitherto remained deaf to the 
grievances of the two English-speaking provinces in the 
northwest and southeast of the country, notably their de- 
sire to achieve independence. 


Indeed, the English-speaking Cameroonians, who num- 
ber about 3 million, have always refused to be swal- 
lowed up by their French-speaking compatriots. This 
concern has been expressed on several occasions by 
their leaders who never hide their anger toward those 
they accuse of trying to establish a French-speaking 
hegemony. 


The Southern Cameroon National Council, in its desire 
to take over all assets, has called on France, the United 
Kingdom, and the United Nations to take part in the 
negotiations with the Cameroonian Government. The 
separatist movement presents the negotiations as the 
solution to the English-speaking issue. Meanwhile, there 
has been no reaction from the Yaounde authorities. 


Rwanda 


Security Forces Kill Five in Clash 
EA2110153495 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1800 GMT 20 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Unidentified armed criminals 
attacked the region of Gishwati, which is between 
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Gisenyi [northwes' Rwanda] and Kibuye [west Rwanda] 
prefectures, on the night from Wednesday [18 October] 
to Thursday [19 October]. 


According to our permanent correspondet in Kibuye, 
Mr. [name indistinct] Kayonga, government forces in- 
tervened and rendered the assailants harmless. Five of 
the assailants died during the clashes. 


Before breathing his last, one of the assailants disclosed 
that he was a member of the ex-FAR, the former 
Rwandan armed forces, with the rank of sergeant. 


The government forces seized six firearms, including 
three (R-4’s), three Kalashnikovs, 11 anti-personnel 
mines, sevea grenades and seven [word indistinct). 


Those who survived fled to the neighboring region 
where they merged into the civilian population. [passage 
omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copy.ight owners. 
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Kenya 
Hutu Refugees Blocked From Entering Country 


AB2110222895 Paris AFP in English 
1534 GMT 21 Oct 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, 21 Oct (AFP) — 
Kenyan authorities have prevented some 100 Rwan- 
dan Hutu refugees leaving camps in northern Tanza- 
nia from entering the country, THE EAST AFRICAN 
STANDARD newspaper reported Saturday [21 Octo- 
ber]. The newspaper said the refugees were stranded 
near the Kenya-Tanzania border town of Isibania after 
Kenyan officials told them they would not be allowed 
into Kenya because they not give good reasons for leav- 
ing Tanzania. 


Some of the refugees were quoted by the newspaper as 
claiming that Tanzania planned to force them to return 
to Rwanda where they feared for their safety. But a 
Kenyan official said only 16 refugees had tried to enter 
Kenya on Tuesday and Wednesday and were turned 
back because “there is no insecurity in Tanzania to 
warrant them to seek refugee status in a third country." 


Tanzania hosts an estimated 700,000 refugees, mostly 
Rwandan Hutus, who fled the central African country 
during last year’s civil war there. Other asylum seekers 
in Tanzania are from Burundi. 


Somalia 
Italian Doctor Killed in Attack on Hospital 


AB2210120795 Paris AFP in English 
1114 GMT 22 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, Oct 22 (AFP) — An 
Italian woman doctor was killed and an Italian biologist 
wounded Sunday [22 October] morning in a militia 
attack on the hospital where they were working at 
Merka, Somalia, the humanitarian organization Caritas- 
Italia said. 


Radio Reports Arrest of One Killer 


EA2210194595 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Somali 
1700 GMT 22 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A statement released by the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Somali Republic says 
that Dr. Graziella Fumagalli working at a tuberculosis 
hospital in Marka town was killed in her surgery 
today by four gunmen posing as patients. The gunmen, 
armed with pistols, also wounded another doctor called 
Cristoforo Andreoli. He has since been admitted to 
Marka Hospital. 


The statement added that the criminals escaped, but 
one of them, Abdi Abdullei Mireh, who admitted 
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having pulled the trigger, was arrested by members 
of the national security force accompanying Mr. Abdi 
Mohamed Nur Qalad, deputy minister of disarmament 
and rehabilitation, who is on a tour in the region, at a 
location about 17 km from Marka. The statement further 
said that the remaining three persons are expected to 
be arrested. Their names are: Mohamed Sharif, Sa’id 
Ibrahim, and Yusuf Dheere. 


Uganda 


Troops Clash With LRA Rebels; 13 Killed 


AB2110223595 Paris AFP in English 
1450 GMT 21 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kampala, 21 Oct (AFP) — 
Thirteen people, including 10 Christian fundamentalist 
rebels, have been killed in three different clashes with 
Ugandan Government troops near the northern town of 
Gulu, the official NEW VISION newspaper reported 
Saturday [21 October]. 


The newspaper said 10 fighters of the Christian fun- 
damentalist group the Lord’s Resistance Army, which 
claims to be fighting to overthrow the government of 
President Yoweri Museveni, and three civilians who had 
been abducted by the rebels, were shot dead in a firefight 
with the troops. The newspaper did not give casualty fig- 
ures on the government side. A wounded rebel fighter 
was captured and taken a military hospital in Gulu, it 
added. 


Six sub-machine guns, several rounds of ammunition 
and anti- personnel mines were seized from the rebels. 


The Ugandan Government says the rebels launch at- 
tacks from southern Sudan with Sudanese government 
support, but Khartoum denies the charges, and for its 
part accuses Uganda of backing the rebel Sudan Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army. 


Soldiers Rescue Abducted People 


EA2210165595 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1000 GMT 22 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Seventy-twe neople abducted 
by the rebels of Joseph Kony [leader of the Lord's 
Resistance Army, LRA] in Kitgum district have been 
rescued by soldiers of the Uganda People’s Defense 
Forces [UPDF] in a gun battle with the rebels at Lokung 
and Palabek Subcounties. Five rebels were killed and 
eight guns captured. 


This was disclosed by the brigade commander, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Edson Muzoora, when handing over the 
abductees to the resident district commissioner [RDC], 
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Mr. George Willy Odwong, in the presence of the dis- 
trict security officer, Mr. (Edward Bagusa), and several 
other dignitaries. 

Lt. Col. Muzoora confirmed that the rebels who entered 
Palabek and Lokung subcounties bordering the southern 
Sudan abducted an unspecified number of people from 
Labong, Padibe, Palabek, and Lokung subcounties. He 
reported that the rebels took with them foodstuffs, 
mattresses, bicycles, hoes, seeds, and saucepans. 


Receiving the abductees, the RDC, Kitgum, Mr. 
Odwong, appealed to the people in Kitgum not to 
panic, as the UPDF soldiers were now busy chasing 
the rebels wherever they move. Mr. Odwong wondered 
why the rebels always direct their attacks on civilian 
populations instead of confronting the government 


troops. 


Official Denies Mercenaries To Attack Kenya 
MB2110182795 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 21 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Uganda authorities have de- 
nied as absolutely absurd allegations by Kenyan Pres- 
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ident Daniel arap Moi that South African mercenaries 
plan to attack Kenya from Uganda. 


Ugandan Minister of State for Defense Mr. [Amama 
Mbabazi] said there were no such people in Uganda. 
Mr. [Mbabazi] said it was absurd to suggest that Uganda 
wanted to attack Kenya, which was its lifeline to the 
outside world. 


President Moi said yes.erday that he had heard that 
mercenaries from South Africa planned to attack his 
country through Uganda. Mr. Moi did not say who 
had hired the mercenaries, but the KENYA TIMES 
newspaper, owned by Mr. Moi’s KANU [Kenya African 
National Union) party, reported today that Kenyan 
politicians, which it did not name, were involved. 
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Mandela Says Assured Nuclear Wezpons Destroyed 


MB2010184495 jchannesburg SAPA in English 
1809 GMT 20 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) PRETORIA Oct 20 SAPA 
— There was no reason to believe South Africa’s 
nuclear programme continued beyond 1993, President 
Nelson Mandela said on Friday [20 October]. 


"We were assured by those connected to the programme 
that it had been discontinued and dismantled," Mandela 
told reporters at Waterkloof Air Force Base near Preto- 
ria before departing for New York to attend the United 
Nations’ special commemorative meeting. "We have no 
Capacity to manufacture weapons of destruction. There 
is no reason to believe that the programme continued.” 


He was reacting to the controversial book "Mini-Nuke 
Conspiracy: Mandela’s Nuclear Nightmare” which 
makes claims about South Africa’s nuclear programme 
started during the previous government's rule. Mandela 
said while he had not read the book and could not give 
an informed statement on its contents, he was assured 
the nuclear programme had been dismantled and had 
no reason to believe otherwise. 


The book claims 24, and not six nuclear devices were 
manufactured as was claimed by then President F W 
de Klerk. The book also suggests some of the nuclear 
bombs might have landed up in the hands of right- 
wingers and that others were moved to Israel before the 
1994 general election. It also claimed South Africa made 
other tactical nuclear devices. The allegations have been 
widely dismissed. 


Mandela said an investigation would be called if the 
allegations proved to have any substance, but an inquiry 
could not be held on unfounded claims. 


Also speaking at the media briefing, Deputy President 
Thabo Mbeki said government had already checked 
similar allegations made in a programme broadcast on 
the British Channel Four earlier this year. Nothing could 
be found to suggest that the allegations were true. 
[passage omitted] 


Mandela on Joining UN Peacekeeping Missions 


MB2310073795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0026 GMT 23 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] NEW YORK October 22 
SAPA — South Africa would not hesitate to take part 
in United Nations peacekeeping operations where it had 
the capacity, President Nelson Mandela said on Sunday 
[22 October]. 


He was speaking after an hour-long summit with Nordic 
heads of state, who pledged to intensify their involve- 
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ment in peacekeeping training in the southern African 
region. The states — Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Fin- 
land and Iceland — also said they would support South 
Africa’s bid to have its R360 million [rands] arrears to 
the UN written off. 


Mandela told journalists South Africa would consider 
any UN request to help in peacekeeping operations 
"very seriously”. The task of the UN was to promote 
peace and security throughout the world and it was the 
duty of all of its members to help with this. "We will 
not hesitate where we have got the capacity to help the 
UN in order to carry out this task,” he said. "Where it 
is necessary to save human life and bring about peace 
and security South Africa will not be found wanting.” 


He said he had raised the issue of South Africa’s arrears 
in membership fees, built up during the apartheid years, 
with the Nordic delegation. South Africa appreciated 
that the UN was short of funds and that all countries 
should try to pay their arrears. "But we have a unique 
Situation where we inherited this huge debt. In this 
process of transition it is not easy for us to pay these 
arrears." He said he received a “lot of sympathy” 
wherever he raised the issue. 


Danish Prime Minister Poul Rasmussen said he and his 
colleagues supported South Africa in finding a solution. 
"You are and have a specific case and we think your 
reasons and arguments are understandable and Rave our 
full support,” he said. 


A statement issued after the summit said the Nordic 
leaders had offered to share their countries’ experience 
in UN peacekeeping with South Africa and other SADC 
[Southern African Development Community] countries. 
The Nordic countries and South Africa were already 
co-operating in studies, training and curriculum devel- 
opment on peacekeeping operations, and the experience 
gained through these efforts would for the basis for "fur- 
ther and more co-ordinated” activities. 


Both parties had expressed support tur attempts by 
the Organisation for African Unity to establish early 
warning mechanisms to identify potential conflicts on 
the Airican continent. Rasmussen said the Nordic group 
had reconfirmed its support for the Reconstruction and 
Development Campaign, and urged the Nordic private 
sector to expand two-way trade with South Africa. 


He described Mandela as “living proof of the fact that 
we can do something in the world community and that 
we can believe in humanity, dignity, peace, democracy 
and co-operation”. 

Mandela said he had told the summit that the GNU [gov- 
ernment of national unity] was working well. “Notwith- 
standing differences on certain issues, which have to be 
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understood in the light of the country’s history, we see 
eye to eye on the major national issues,” he said. 


He had also said the economy was picking up, and 
that South Africa hoped to reach a growth rate of 3.5 
per cent soon. Crime was still unacceptably high and 
there was labour unrest but the country was getting on 
top of both of these problems. “And therefore there 
is this exuberance of confidence in our country,” he 
said. "Black and white, Afrikaans and English and those 
speaking the African languages are uniting to build this 
new South Africa.” 


The other Nordic leaders at the summit were the prime 
ministers of Iceland David Oddsson, of Norway Gro 
Brundtland, of Sweden Ingvar Carisson, and Finnish 
Foreign Affairs Minister Tarja Halonen. Earlier on 
Sunday Mand-la attended the opening of the United 
Nations’ special 50th anniversary session, and held 
talks with United States President Bill Clinton. He 
will deliver a five-minute address to the UN General 
Assembly on Monday morning. 


Simmering ‘Intelligence Crisis’ Discussed 


MB2010205595 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 20-26 Oct 95 p8 


[Report by Eddie Koch] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} South Africa’s chief spook 
threatens to blow away his wife and kids in their Pretoria 
home. The my<terious death of another top intelligence 
agent ex » Mogical differences that will tear the 
National Intei\ipes.: Agency (NIA) apart. This week 
dramatic media ‘}orts suggested the country’s new 
secret service is beginning to disintegrate just 10 months 
after it was established. 


The truth about these matters is not easy to estab- 
lish, partly because “intelligence sources” appear to be 
spreading large amounts of fictitious information at the 
moment. Yes, the police were called to the home of NIA 
director General Sizakhele Sigxashe in connection with 
a domestic quarrel on Tuesday night [17 October] but 
initial reports that he wanted to shoot the family were 
wildly exaggerated. 


There has also been a cocktail of conspiracy theories to 
explain the death last week of Mziwendoda Mdhluli, 
a senior official recruited into the agency from the 
ranks of the Azanian Peoples’ Liberation Army, in the 
papers and on television. There is an almost complete 
absence of evidence to back claims that he was a agent 
whose death had to do with a spy-versus-spy wrangle 
that has beset the ‘JIA or that he had stumbled across 
evidence of South African mercenaries fighting in the 
recent Comoros coup. 
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But that there is something going wrong inside the 
National Intelligence Agency — the new government's 
spy-shop that employs more than 3,000 agents at an 
annual cost of R600-million [rands] — has been made 
clear by evidence that the cumbersome bureaucracy has, 
at least until the last few weeks, failed to provide cabinet 
and the president's office with credible information of 
violence in KwaZulu-Natal and other volatile areas of 
the country. 


And while the Government of National Unity’s ability 
to deal with spiralling strife in the country’s problem 
province as well as in the biack taxi industry is being 
scuppered by a lack of credible intelligence — despite 
the NIA’s massive machinery and budget — secret 
reports from the agency have been leaked on more than 
one occasion to Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP) officials 
who have been linked to destabilisation operations. In 
March this year, for example, IFP senator Phillip Powell 
tabled a leaked NIA report in parliament in an effort to 
prove the ageacy was biased against his party. 


Senior NIA officials were recently hauled over the 
coals by a frustrated President Nelson Mandel. after 
his advisers complained that incompetent intelligence 
from the NIA was hampering their efforts to deal with 
violence in KwaZulu-Natal, a province described as an 
arena for one of the world’s most serious civil conflicts. 


Since the roasting was handed out to the agency in 
the middle of this year, it has led to a major shake- 
up in some of the NIA’s on-the-ground operauons. 
Even Kobus Jordaan, the Democratic Party spokesman 
on intelligence matters and fierce critic of official 
incompetence, has gone on record to say some of the 
problems that led to the president's tantrums about the 
quality of reports reaching his office have now been 
corrected. 


But a number of rank-and-file NIA agents operating in 
the Transvaal and KwaZulu-Natal are still so disillu- 
sioned by the way their reports are either leaked or 
“soaked up in bureaucratic procedures” that they have 
devised a variety of ways to bypass their superiors and 
send intelligence straight into the offices of Mandela 
and Deputy President Thabo Mbeki. 


This, however, carries the Ganger of creating further 
confusion by flooding the presidency’s already over- 
stretched staff with untested data and possible misin- 
formation about the country’s security situation. ANC 
Officials are also worried that the National Intelligence 
Coordinating Committee (Nicoc) -— the body set up to 
merge reports from the police, the military and the NIA 
and pass these on to the government — may have been 
compromised in the presence of the Depaiiment of Mil- 
itary Intelligence (DMI) which is still heavily staffed 
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with agents schooled in the military's old dirty tricks 
campaigns. 

These are the real symptoms of a so-called "intelligence 
crisis” and they relate — not to untested theories 
about Mdhluli’s death and family quarrels — but 
to the complex politics involved in merging six spy 
agencies that were often at each others’ throats in 
the apartheid era: the National Party’s old National 
Intelligence Service (NIS); parallel units that were run 
by the homeland governments in Venda, Transkei and 
Bophutatswana; the ANC’s Department of Intelligence 
Services (DIS); and a similar agency that had been set 
up by the Pan Africanist Congress’s guerrilla wing. 


It appears that most of the NIA’s energies have gone 
into an internal reorgap‘sation of these widely varying 
bodies and that only mi the last few months, since 
Mandela cracked the whip, has more determined effort 
been given to serious intelligence gathering. Deputy 
Intelligence Minister Joe Nhianhla made the valid 
point, in his May budget speech to parliainent, that 
much of his staff's energy and money had been used 
to amalgamate half-a-dozen organisations with wildly 
different styles of operating, create parity in salary and 
service conditions and to run “training and reorientation 
programmes”. 


Lindiwe Sisulu, an ANC parliamentarian who sits 
on portfolio committees that oversee the police, the 
mil..ary and the intelligence services, told the MAIL ard 
GUARDIAN the NIA had managed the transformation 
process in a professional way and was getting to the 
stage where it could carry out its intelligence- gathering 
duties efficiently. 


"The NIA merger has worked better than similar pro- 
cesses iti the police and military. The delicacy of the 
work could easily have forced agents from different 
backgrounds onto opposing sides and created an aura 
of suspicion. Despite recent reports, it appears an effi- 
cient organisation has been put in place,” she said. 


Genuine efforts to streamline the agency have, however, 
been bedevilled by political factors. Mass retrenchments 
will force many trained agents onto the street and into 
possible covert or criminal actions. And there was an 
agreement during the run-up to elections that contending 
intelligence agencies [words indistinct] of bitterness that 
would result in this kind of explosive information being 
leaked to the media. 


These problems have caused serious soul-searching in 
the ANC and have led to behind the-scenes suggestions 
— some of which were made public when the organi- 
sation last week released its analysis of the Government 
of National Unity — that small, mobile and professional 
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intelligence units be set up to detour deficiencies within 
the official ranks of the NIA and the information flow 
that runs through Nicoc to government. 


‘If the National Party and the Inkatha Freedom Party 
were to claim any clout beyond their numbers in elected 
bodies, it should be expected that they will seek to 
mobilise these (security and intelligence institutions) 
behind them,” says the analysis document. "Given all 
these factors, to what extent can we claim the loyalty 
of these forces? The SA [South Africa] Police Union 
strike; difficulties in obtaining required information 
from intelligence structures; mind-set problems in the 
SANDF [South African National Defense Force] — all 
these raise some doubts. A systematic programme is 
needed.” 


The NIA’: «:.ernal yroblems have also led to vociferous 
complaints ‘ore Opposition parties about the large 
amounts of .icwey being spent on the intelligence 
services without much immediate return in the form 
of hard and vital information. One commentator has 
described the agency as a “mongrel watchdog that is 
the product of ideologically-bent spies from the National 
Party jumping intvu bed with incompetent spies from the 
ANC". 


This brand of cynicism is likely to receive increasing 
play with the appointment three weeks ago of a new 
committee in Parliament — the intelligence services 
oversight committee headed by Lindiwe Sisulu — 
that was appointed to help ensure civilian control of 
the agency. The parliamentary body is designed to 
prevent covert and politically partisan operations by 
the country’s intelligence units — the NIA; its foreign 
wing, the South African Secret Service (SASS); the 
Department of Military intelligence; and the police’s 
National Crime Investigation Service. 


While parliamentary control is a potentially powerful 
lever for down-scaling and improving the efficiency 
of the NIA, it raises another potential problem in the 
strange world of South Africa’s spying business. The 
Freedom Front and the IFP — both parties whose 
officials have been linked to court cases and official 
commissions of inquiry and to clandestine efforts at 
derailing South Africa's transition to democracy — are 
represented on the committee and will have access to 
sensitive security reports. 


This danger is revealed in the faci that Deputy Min- 
ister of Safety and Security Joe Mathews is the IFP 
representative on the committee — even though recent 
reports indicate that Powell and Mathews, both closely 
linked to the IFP’s hardline national leadership, have 
been involved in covert effor.s to build a new intel- 
ligence structure that can be used to bolster the Zulu 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


nationalist movement's drive for secession in KwaZulu- 
Natal. 


"It is possible that the oversight will become the source 
of security leaks," said Sisulu. "We have not yet worked 
out the rules that will provide maximum transparency 
(on a non-party basis) while protecting the security of 
Classified information. One of our committee’s most 
urgent tasks will be to conduct a study of countries that 
have a similar situation and we will be looking at the 
system that applies in the United States which allows 
for different levels of clearance of intelligence reports." 


Committee Ends Debate on Draft Constitution 


MB2010185095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1659 GMT 20 Oct 95 


(Report by Dirk van Zyl] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN Oct 20 SAPA 
— The Constitutional Assembly’s [CA] negotiating 
committee completed a two-day debate of the first 
working draft of South Africa’s final constitution on 
Friday (20 October] with crucial issues unresolved, 
including the important matter of provincial powers. 


Parties were asked to finalise their submissions on 
unresolved issues in time for the committee to discuss 
them at its next meeting starting on November 9. The 
CA is scheduled to release the first draft of the new 
constitution to the public on November 15. All comment 
received from the public and interested parties will then 
be digested before the CA’s 490 MPs and Senators 
debate the constitution. 


The 46-member negotiating committee’s main task this 
week was to check whether the working draft drawn 
up by a technical refinement team correctly reflected 
the work over the past year of the CA’s six theme 
committees and their four sub-committees. Members 
approved chunks of the text dealing with parliament, the 
administration of justice, security services and finance. 
These had painstakingly been worked out over months 
in parliament's committee rooms. 


Areas where different options are being proposed by 
various parties are highlighted, and the public will have 
the opportunity to comment on these. 


Apart from the provinces’ executive and legislative 
competencies, issues which remain unresolved include 
local government, the seat of government, the role of 
tribal chiefs, how the official language policy should 
be applied, the minimum voting age and the pre-amble 
to the constitution. Some of these have been — and 
will continue to be — the subject of private bilateral 
discussions between parties. 
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CA chairman Cyril Ramaphosa reminded members 
throughout this week’s meeting that they were examin- 
ing only the first working draft — they would be going 
through it "a million times" over the next weeks and 
months. Closing the meeting late on Friday afternoon, 
he wished MPs and Senators the "best of luck" with the 
local government elections. "May the best party win," 
he added to laughter. 


— The committee meets again in Cape Town on 
November 9 and 10. 


Ramaphosa To Release Dra‘ Soon 


MB2210164595 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 22 Oct 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Constitutional Assembly 
Chairman Cyril Ramaphosa says a draft release of the 
new constitution will be available in three weeks’ time. 
Addressing the Phalaborwa business community in the 
Northern Province, he said the new constitution should 
be able to transform South African society, while also 
carving a new nationhood for the country. He said 
crime had to be stopped and the economy allowed to 
expand. 


ANC’s Manuel Says NP ‘Still Racist’ 


MB2110194095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1837 GMT 21 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) WORCESTER Oct 21 SAPA 
— The National Party [NP] was ashamed of its past, and 
was still a racist party, Trade and Industries Minister 
Trevor Manuel said at Worcester on Saturday [21 
October]. Manuel joined the African National Congress 
Campaign trail in the NP-controlled Boland town and 
spoke out in favour of the ANC ward candidates. 


He ended off his day-long visit with an address in 
the Zweletemba township, where he warned about 200 
residents not to be complacent but to bring out their 
votes against the NP. 


He said the ANC was proud of its past and of its leaders, 
like Luthuli, Tambo and Mandela, but the NP could not 
say the same of Verwoerd, Vorster and Botha. “They are 
ashamed of their past and in fact they have not changed, 
they are still the same racist party." 


Manuel disclosed that a complete NP branch in Ma- 
nenberg on the Cape Flats, comprising 150 voters, had 
walked over to the ANC. “They have signed up fully 
with the ANC because the NP is still racist." 


He said he found it strange that the Khayelitsha town- 
ship, which had an excellent record of paying service 
charges, and people in fact queued up to pay, was not 
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good enough for NP Western Cape Premier Hernus 
Kriel and local government minister Peter Marais to 
be included in the Tygerberg, but they wanted to shunt 
Khayelitsha to the Cape. 


Speaking at Roodewal, where gangs and crime are rife, 
Manuel said that while he spen’ time in Pollsmoor as a 
political prisoner he became convinced that at least 60 
percent of the juveniles in prison were there because of 
drugs. They stole to buy drugs, he said, adding it was of 
utmost importance to create recreation facilities for the 
youth of the country, especially those in underprivileged 
areas. 


Ramaphosa Accuses NP, DP of Negative Campaigns 


MB2210193295 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 22 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] ANC Secretary General Cyril 
Ramapaosa says the negative campaigning by the Na- 
tional Party [NP] and the Democratic Party [DP] is go- 
ing against the spirit of the all-important local govern- 
ment elections. Mr. Ramaphosa told an ANC rally in 
Phalaborwa in Northern Province that political parties 
should focus on issues rather than pointing fingers at 
each other. He said the ANC did not follow this nega- 
tive approach, but focussed on empowering communi- 
ties so as to improve their living conditions. 


Mbeki Attacks DP’s Record on Apartheid 


MB2310073695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1445 GMT 22 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] BISHO Oct 22 SAPA — The 
Democratic Party (DP) had done nothing to try and 
end apartheid, Deputy President Thabo Mbeki told an 
election meeting in the coloured township of Breidbach 
outside King William’s Town on Sunday (22 October]. 


Mbeki also accused the National Party (NP) of trying to 
Create tension between coloured and blacks by claiming 
the government’s affirmative action policy favoured 
only Africans. The NP had tried in the past to turn 
blacks, Indians and coloureds against each other, he 
said. Affirmative action was necessary to ensure that 
those who had been discriminated against and left 
behind by apartheid, were given an opportunity to catch 


up. 


In his attack on the DP, Mbeki said it could not stand 
as a genuine representative of coloured voters in the 
November | elections. "Tell me one incident [words 
indistinct] the struggle to end apartheid," he told about 
300 people. 
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Brewing ANC-NP Differences Over Rights Noted 


MB2210193695 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 22 Oct 95 p11 


([FBIS Translated Text] Serious differences over human 
rights are building up between the Airican Naticnal 
Congress and the National Party [NP]. NP leader Deputy 
President F. W. de Klerk told lawyers in Pretoria this 
week "red lights are flickering — maybe fire." He added: 
"Certain forces are dead set on watering down and 
eliminating the current values contained in the Bill of 
Fundamental Rights." 


This week the bill of rights was part of the draft consti- 
tution being discussed by the Constitutional Committee. 
While the chapter on the bill was not discussed, and is 
still only provisional and negotiable, several NP mem- 
bers voiced their concern to RAPPORT — among them 
Mr. Andre Fourie, Ms Shiela Camerer, and Senator Ray 
Radue. But the ANC’s Mr. Johnny de Lange said Mr. 
De Klerk is being unnecessarily alarmist and panicky. 
A lot of negotiation must still take place on the bill, and 
the ANC has no ulterior motives. 


Regular dialogue continues between the two parties over 
the bill of rights. Submissions from the public are also 
welcome. Some of the issues in the draft bill of rights 
on which the NP has expressed its concern are: 


— Property rights are recognized in the draft, but at 
the same time this right could be limited by other laws 
of Parliament. This means that the rights will not be 
inviolable. 


— Affirmative action is being implemented according 
to the draft constitution, but the NP says once the 
disadvantaged have caught up, affirmative action will 
no longer be a right. 


— Many Nationalists have serious doubts about the so- 
called socioeconomic rights, which include the right to 
health care, social assistance, food, and water. However, 
progress is being made in discussions with the ANC. A 
Clause may be added stating that these rights will only 
be possible insofar as the state can afford it. 


— It may be impossible to evict someone from property 
he has illegally occupied if he lacks alternative accom- 
modation. This has serious implications for unlawful 
squatting. 


— The NP is also not comfortable with a clause which 
States that freedom of speech will not apply in cases 
where hatred, hostility, violence, discrimination, and 
racism are being instigated. The party fears that this 
Clause can be misused to put an end to freedom of 


speech. 
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NP’s Meyer Promises Fight Against Crime 


MB2110193895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1508 GMT 21 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Oct 21 
SAPA — The National Party [NP] took its election 
campaign to the coloured townships of Klipspruit and 
Eldorado Park, south-west of Johannesburg, on Saturday 
[21 October]. The roadshow was led by Provincial 
Affairs and Constitutional Development Minister Roelf 
Meyer, who told a small but enthusiastic crowd that 
the prevention and elimination of crime would be the 
highest priority of the NP in local government. 


Meyer, who travelled in an open bus, was met at an 
Eldorado Park shopping centre by a bugle band and 
drum majorettes. Casually dressed and looking relaxed, 
he strolled around the shops, chatting to customers and 
owners. 


To chants of "Viva Roelf Meyer” he told the crowd that 
the high crime rate was of high concern to the party. 


Meyer told SAPA after the rally that he was very 
pleased by the reception he received in ‘he coloured 
areas on Saturday. 


The areas are also being contested by the African 
National Congress, the Democratic Party and an alliance 
between the South Western Joint Civics Association and 
the Inkatha Freedom Party. 


ANC, Freedom Front Promise More Talks 


MB2110145095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1045 GMT 21 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Oct 21 
SAPA — The African National Congress and the 
Freedom Front [FF] are to hold talks on Afrikaner 
self-determination after the November local government 
elections, the two parties said in a joint statement on 
Saturday [23 October]. "Both parties approach this issue 
with the determination to find a solution that will be in 
the best interest of the country." 


Preliminary talks on Afrikaner self-determination 
within the context of the Accord on Afrikaner Self- 
determination signed in April last year were held 
recently, the two parties said. 


"The resumption of the negotiations has been facilitated 
by the publication of the work done by the Volkstaa- 
traad [Homeland Council] and the stage now reached by 
the Constitutional Assembly on drafting the final con- 
stitution." 


FF leader Gen Constand Viljoen will hold a public 


meeting in Pretoria City Hall on October 26, at which - 
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it will give further details of the agreement, the FF said 
in a separate statement on Saturday. 


AWB Reportedly Plans To Disrupt Local Elections 


MB2010185695 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 20 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Afrikaner Weerstandsbe- 
weging [Afrikaner Resistance Movement — AWB] has 
threatened to disrupt the coming local elections in Ven- 
tersdorp. A spokesperson for the organization, Mr. Ste- 
faan Schutte, has repeated the AWB’s stance that they - 
will not recognize the coming ele tions. 


Fewer Voters Predicted in Nov Than in 1994 


MB2210164495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1235 GMT 22 Oct 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] [no dateline as received] Fewer 
South Africans would vote in the local government 
elections than in last year’s general election, Market 
Research Africa (MRA) said on Sunday [22 October]. 
According to a national MRA survey, 16 percent of 
people who said they voted last year had not registered 
for November’s elections. 


The survey shc ved 2.8 million potential urban voters 
were not on the voters’ roll when registration closed. 
About 1.6 million of these unregistered voters were 
black. 


"The results of November's elections could be quite 
different if all those who were entitled to register had 
done so," MRA managing director Hanna Fourie said 
in a statement. "However, the good news is that the 
voter registration figure is up by 26 percent from MRA’s 
earlier study on the subject in March this year, at which 
time only 52 percent of voters appeared on the roll." 


Almost half the black voters interviewed said local 
elections were of greater relevance than the 1994 
election. However, only one in four of white, Indian 
and coloured voters agreed. 


Eighty-eight percent of the sample group said they voted 
last year, compared to 78 percent who had registered and 
intended voting in November. The survey showed 65 
percent of coloureds, 68 percent of Indians, 76 percent 
of whites and 82 percent of blacks intended to vote. 


Pumping of Off-Shore Crude Oil To Begin ‘Soon’ 
MB2210164695 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 22 Oct 95 pp 1, 2 


[FBIS Translated Text] South Africa will soon start 
refining its own crude oil for the first time. The oil 
is of particularly good quality, in the same class as the 
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renowned Brent oil from the North Sea. This dramatic 
breakthrough was confirmed yesterday by Mineral and 
Energy Affairs Minister Pik Botha. 


Three existing wells, about 140 km southwest of the 
Mossel Bay coast, are to be reopened. It is expected 
that 20,000 barrels of crude will be pumped daily from 
the wells in the sea bed. This will save the country more 
than 400 million rands in foreign exchange, and provide 
about 6 percent of the country’s requirements. 


The project is expected to begin as early as March of 
next year. The wells go about 3,000 meters into the sea 
bed. [as published] The chances are good that additional, 
smaller oil fields in the area will be pumped later. A final 
decision on the matter will only be made after tests have 
been completed on their economic viability. 


Soekor, a state-owned exploration company, and Engen 
oil company are involved in the project. Soeker has been 
involved in the search for oil along the South African 
coast for the past 30 years. Although it achieved success 
with the discovery of the Mossgas gas field near Mossel 
Bay, the latest project is the first that will enable the 
country to reap financial benefit from refining crude oil. 


Soekor spokesman Dr. Francois Siebrits said yesterday 
that in the past it was not economical to exploit oil fields 
of this size, but modern technology has changed the 
picture totally. Mr. Botha said the oil field, named E-BT, 
was discovered back in 1990. Tests were then carried 
out to determine whether the project was economically 
viable. The tests proved positive. 


The oil will be refined by Soeker and Engen. Soeker 
holds an 80 percent share, and Engen Bredasdorp, 20 
percent. The two companies plan to finance the project 
through international loans. Estimated capital costs for 
the project are about $75 million (about 252 million 
rands). 


It is expected that 13.5 million barrels will be pumped 
over a period of three years. At an estimated selling 
price of $16 per barrel, the project could earn about 770 
million rands. Should the adjacent oil fields also prove 
viable, it could lengthen the project’s life by another 
five years. 


— It is not possible to say yet whether the find could 
lead to a drop in the price of gasoline. In fuel circles, it 
was said yesterday that too many factors influence the 
price that the motorist pays at the filling station. 


— Soekor’s efforts to find oil along the South African 
coast has led to much criticism over the years. The 
search cost the country many millions of rands. Now, 
at last, it would seem as though South Africa can begin 
to pump its own oil. 
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Police To Probe Sale of Helicopters to Romania 


MB2110145395 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 21 Oct 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) Armscor [Armaments Corpo- 
ration of South Africa] is referring an internal investiga- 
tion into its stock sales division to the police Office for 
Serious Economic Offenses. An Armscor spokesperson 
says the investigation revealed irregularities in the sale 
of 12 Puma helicopters to Romania in 1994, 


The audit was held after the Cameron Commission 
found early this year that AK-47 rifles which Armscor 
had supposedly sold to Lebanon had in fact ended up 
in Yemen. The rifles were worth 2.5 million rands. 


Iran Denies Dispute Over Oil Storage Deal 


MB2210193495 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 22 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Iranian Government says 
there is no dispute between the Iranian National Oil 
Company and South Africa’s Central Energy Fund 
on the storage of Iranian crude oil near Cape Town. 
The statement follows reports quoting South African 
energy Officials who say environmental concerns are 
complicating plans to store 15 million barrels of Iranian 
oil at Saldanha. 


The Central Energy Fund has also denied that the two 
sides have clashed over pricing and profit sharing in the 
project. 


South African Press Review for 22 Oct 
MB2210193395 


([FBIS Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY TIMES 


Effort To Prevent Corruption Urged — An inquiry into 
the corruption of previous governments is welcome, but 
pointless if not complemented by efforts to prevent cor- 
ruption from continuing, begins an editorial in the Jo- 
hannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English, 22 October, 
page 16. "One of the single greatest threats to any young 
democracy is corruption and maladministration in pri- 
vate and public sectors. The proper way to deal with it 
is not by commissions of inquiry...but by a strengthen- 
ing of those institutions which stand as bulwarks against 
thievery, deceit and incompetence in government. They 
are easily listed: Parliament, the auditor-general’s of- 
fice, the police, an independent and critical media....All 
of these institutions are under pressure." The editorial 
goes on to note that the Parliamentary finance com- 
mittee “has done some extraordinary work in bring- 
ing to wider attention the maladministration of certain 
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state departinents" but it "is not free of buffeting polit- 
ical crosscurrents....The auditor-general, whose powers 
of autonomy were enhanced by law recently, has been 
under political attack by a government minister for dar- 
ing to suggest the blindingly obvious — that the public 
service is in crisis. Staff losses and funding cuts have 
weakened the courts and the special police investigative 
units. The press...now also contends with attempts by 
certain self-serving politicians to stigmatise critical and 
independent reporting of government failures as racist." 
South Africans, the editorial concludes, must work to 
strengthen institutions such as these to prevent corrup- 
tion in the future. 


SATURDAY STAR 


Extension of Amnesty Cut-Off Date Questioned — 
"It takes little more than a cursory reading between 
the lines to suggest that the amnesty cut-off date 
will be extended to May 10 of last year." So begins 
an editorial on page 10 of the 21 October issue of 
the Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR in English. The 
editorial notes a number of pragmatic reasons for an 
extension: Such a move would be a contribution to 
reconciliation and could bring right-wingers “into the 
fold,” and it could strengthen General Viljoen’s election 
prospects, "a development that would suit the ANC." 
The editorial questions, however, whether the extension 
“can be justified on moral grounds.” It questions whether 
the right-wingers have abandoned violence as a political 
means and thereby earned consideration for amnesty. 
The editorial concludes with a warning: "If we do not 
set a final cut-off date for putting pragmatism ahead 
of morality, we will be in danger of giving birth to an 
amoral nation." 


South African Press Review for 23 Oct 
MB2310120995 


(FBIS Editorial Report) 
THE STAR 


ANC Discussion Document on ‘One Year of the GNU’ 
— Patrick Bulger comments in an article on page 12 
of Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 23 October 
on the ANC discussion document called "One Year of 
the GNU [Government of National Unity], which is 
“almost certainly the work of Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki". The document hints at the "direction in which 
the ANC will attempt to lead the country and the GNU 
after the November elections." The document calls for 
"bold steps" and takes "sideswipes at ‘consultation’, 
which is perceived to stand in the way of actions that 
impact on the country’s political and economic life." 
Bulger believes the strongest theme to emerge from 


FBIS-AFR-95-204 
23 October 1995 


the document is the perceived need for a “‘central 
economic authority’ on the basis that ‘countries which 
have succeeded in expanding and modernising have had 
a centre from which economic policy is worked out 
and implementation supervised’." The document argues 
for "‘one massive, visible project per province’ and 
the need for ‘a macro-economic authority at central 
level’ to oversee industrial strategy, foreign investment, 
productivity, restructuring of State corporations, and 
the relationship between fiscal and monetary policy’.” 
Three areas also need attention if the final constitution 
is to have the necessary legitimacy. These are: the 
Inkatha Freedom Party walk-out from the Constitutional 
Assembly and the issue of international mediation; 
traditional leaders; and an examination of the strategies 
of parties using consultation to delay the constitution- 
making process. Among other things the document also 
identifies a "‘dislocation at the level of media strategy’ 
and argues that ‘the shallowness of debate in the media, 
unfocused reporting, and sometimes hostility does not 
help give the nation a focused view’.” It urges that 
"*government communications strategy/policy needs to 
be urgently finalised and effected’." 


SOWETAN 


Crime Biggest Obstacle to Economic Growth — Johan- 
nesburg SOWETAN in English on 23 October in a page- 
12 editorial hopes the cabinet will accede to Safety and 
Security Minister Mufamadi’s request for "more polic- 
ing money" because the townships are "seriously af- 
fected by the current lawlessness." It is also a "scandal" 
that KwaZulu/Natal has "been allowed to descend into 
near-anarchy and violence, both political and criminal, 
while the political leaders point fingers at each other 
and try to score political points. The present wave of 
crime and political violence is the biggest obstacle to 
economic growth." 


BUSINESS DAY 


ANC Not Open With Far Right on Homeland Issue 
— Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 23 
October in a page-14 editorial comments on the "fierce 
Struggle" in the Free State and former Transvaal for 
the allegiance of the far right. President Mandela is 
keen to reward Freedom Front leader Constand Viljoen 
and strengthen his hand against the Conservative Party, 
“which has made much in its election campaign of 
the Front’s failures to deliver." But while Mandela 
makes "soothing noises about the volkstaat [Afrikaner 
homeland] ideal and provides a talking-shop where its 
proponents can harmlessly let off steam, the hard truth is 
that the ANC has no intention of conceding an Afrikaner 
homeland.” "The time has come to be open with the far 
right: there will be no volkstaat, and Afrikaners must 
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seek the same protection as other cultural minorities 
through the constitution." 


RAPPORT 


Editorial Views ANC Criticism of Press — "ANC crit- 
icism of the South African press continues unabated. 
It alleges that newspapers are largely in white hands, 
that the criticism leveled against the ANC is destructive 
and malicious, and that it does not represent the views 
of the masses," begins a page-20 editorial in Afrikaans 
in Johannesburg RAPPORT on 22 October. "The ANC 
became the majority party in 1994 — the ones respon- 
sible for cracking the whip. The majority of newspa- 
pers toned down their criticism after the ANC’s vic- 
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tory. The call made from several editorial offices was 
to give them a chance. Even huge blunders, administra- 
tive errors, and rash policy decisions were handled with 
kid gloves. Deputy President Thabo Mbeki even took it 
upon himself to warn the media to ‘seriously consider 
its contribution to the new democracy.’ The impression 
created is that the press should agree with Mr. Mbeki’s 
vision of a democracy, or else." "Let the ANC, like 
the Afrikaners of old, establish its own publications in 
a hostile environment, with its own funds and exper- 
lise, and (ake its chances with readers. The test will be 
whether it will be able to provide newspapers with a 
good journalistic standard. Mere praise singers of the 
ANC will not make the grade." 
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Angola 


Ben-Ben Says Shooting Not To Disrupt Talks 


MB2110201595 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 21 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) The attempt on General 
Arlindo Chenda Pena Ben-Ben’s life [words indistinct] 
the government's reaction to the matter, but there have 
been many people confirming it. Today, Gen. Ben-Ben 
reported from Bailundo that the incident would not 
disrupt ongoing talks with the government. 


(Begin recording) [Ben-Ben] We are working to speed 
up the process, particularly with regard to forming the 
Angolan Armed Forces [words indistinct). 


[Unidentified correspondent] The government continues 
to say that it was a stray bullet, not an attempt on your 
life. 


[Ben-Ben] [Words indistinct] I think there was direct 
responsibility [words indistinct). 


[Correspondent] Gen. Ben-Ben, does your presence in 
Bailundo mean the talks have broken down? 


[Ben-Ben]} The talks have not broken down at all. (pas- 
sage omitted including indistinct portion] [end record- 
ing] 


Beye Reports 12 Cease-Fire Violations 


MB2110144995 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 20 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Two children today called 
on UN Special Representative Alioune Blondin Beye 
to express support for the United Nations on its 50th 
anniversary. [passage omitted] 


The UN special representative reported 12 cease-fire 
violations in the last two weeks. The UN Angola 
Verification Mission-3 verified two of those incidents. 
Blondin Beye said his team is happy with developments 
at this stage, but he added that work on forming the 
Angolan Armed Forces must be speeded up. [passage 
omitted] 


Savimbi Addresses Rally, Notes Need for Peace 


MB2210193595 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 22 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) His Excellency Dr. Jonas Mal- 
heiro Savimbi, president of the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA], led a rally 
in Bailundo yesterday. He stressed the need for peace 
in Angola [words indistinct]. Dr. Savimbi, who spoke 
to thousands of people attending the rally, noted the 
need to work toward [words indistinct] in Angola. The 
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UNITA president took the opportunity to (?talk about) 
his recent European and African tours. He also (words 
indistinct] so peace can take root in Angola [words in- 
distinct) peace and national reconciliation are necessary 
for the construction of a really free and democratic so- 
ciety in Angola. 


Dr. Savimbi affirmed that UNITA is the sole [words 
indistinct) for the materialization of (words indistinct). 
Dr. Savimbi made it clear once again that there is no 
truth to rumors that UNITA is strengthening its forces to 
be sent to troop confinement points. He described those 
reports as calumnious. 


The UNITA president mentioned his participation in 
the Brussels donor conference, which he described as 
positive. He also talked about the warm reception he was 
accorded in France and the African countries he toured: 
Morocco, Zimbabwe, and South Africa. Dr. Savimbi 
also said that [words indistinct) firm guarantees that 
all mercenaries will be removed from Angola [words 
indistinct]. He recalled the senior UNITA officials who 
were massacred in Luanda in November 1992 [words 
indistinct]. Dr. Savimbi expressed concern about the 
problems currently facing the people and he promised 
his party would give its support to businessmen, so they 
can help solve the people’s material problems. [passage 
indistinct] 


President Santos Seeks ‘More Democratic’ UN 


MB2110204395 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 21 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The United Nations will be 
celebrating its 50th anniversary in New York on 22 
October. Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
left Luanda this morning for New York and he wants 
to make it clear to the UN General Assembly that the 
UN Security Council must be restructured. 


[Begin Santos recording] We believe each region of the 
world should be represented in the Security Council. 
We would also like to see that body operate in a more 
democratic manner. We will also praise the United 
Nations for its fundamental role in the world as the 
protector of peace, good international relations, and 
international development. (end recording} 


Cabinda Military Commander Dies in Accident 


MB2110130295 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 20 Oct 95 


[Communique issued by the Angolan Armed Forces 
General Staff on 20 October) 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA] General Staff would like to announce the death 
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of General Jose Pedro Fernandes da Silva, Cabinda 
Military Front commander, at 1630 today, after a road 
accident. The FAA General Staff presents its deepest 
condolences to the bereaved family. In view of this, the 
FAA General Staff has ordered a temporary suspension 
of games by military teams. 


Comoros 
Conference Wants Interim President To Remain 


LD2210195495 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 22 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] In the Comoros, the National 
Reconciliation Conference, which included the main 
political parties, has just taken a decision that will dash 
President [Said Mohamed) Djohar’s hopes of returning 
to power. Three weeks after Bob Denard’s failed coup, 
the conference decided that the interim president, Prime 
Minister Caabi El Yachourtou, should remain in power 
while new elections are prepared. [passage omitted] 


President Djohar Announces Return for 24 Oct 


AB2310083695 Paris AFP in French 
1807 GMT 22 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Saint-Denis-De-La-Reunion, 
France, 22 Oct (AFP) — The Comoros president-elect, 
Mohamed Said Djohar, said today in Reunion that he 
will go back to his country on 24 October, after having 
"expressed his gratitude” to France and called on the 
people of Comoros to initiate reconciliation. 


"My sojourn in the Reunion Island is coming to an end. 
On 24 October, by the grace of God, I shall go back 
to my country,” the communique, published today by 
the Comoros president in the Reunion, said. Mr. Djohar 
was taken to the Reunion after being freed by French 
soldiers during the attempt coup d’etat by mercenary 
Bob Denard. 


In the communique, Mr. Djohar expressed his gratitude 
to the people of Reunion for their “hospitality” and 
France for “having welcomed him on their soil" and 
for “organizing his return to the Comoros as soon as 
possible.” 


President Djohar assured his compatriots on his good 
intentions. He said that he was coming back "with no 
intention of excluding anyone" and that his first concern 
will be to “unite and reconcile all those who were 
opposed during this trying time." 


He further said that the amnesty measures taken by 
the Comoros Government after Bob Denard’s departure, 
"will not be questioned." 


"All together, we will reflect on the reasons why our 
country was attacked in such a manner. We will draw 
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the necessary conclusions and will define what should 
be done so that our future would now be one of hope, 
progress, and prosperity," President Djohar concluded 
in his communique. [passage omitted] 


Mozambique 


Dhiakama Continues Nampula Province Tour 


MB2310055995 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 22 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Mozambique National Resis- 
tance (Renamo] leader Afonso Dhlakama today contin- 
ued his tour of Nampula Province with a rally on the 
Isle of Mozambique. The local people called for the se- 
moval of [Abel Patrao] from the post of mayor of the 
isle. The local people accused the mayor of not want- 
ing to cooperate with the opposition and they expressed 
their wish to see a Renamo official replace [Patrao], al- 
legedly because Reaamo received the majority of votes 
in the area in the October 1994 general elections. The 
people also called for the release of Abdul Raimo, who 
was detained three weeks ago on charges that he was 
involved in hashish smuggling. 


The Renamo leader explained that Raimo was detained 
because he was a strong Renamo candidate in the 1996 
local elections. Dhlakama stressed that Raimo is not 
involved in hashish smuggling. 


The Renamo leader again criticized the Mozambique 
Liberation Front [Frelimo] Party and the government 
for failing to keep their promises for a better future. 


The people of the isie also complained about the 
buildings in decay, the rising cost of living, a lack 
of medicine and medical care, and corruption in the 
education sector. [passage omitted] 


Zambia 


Anti-Government Leaflets Appear in Lusaka 


MB2010185595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 20 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The government of President 
Chiluba in Zambia just can’t put a foot right when it 
comes to battling with a [word indistinct) veteran politi- 
cian like former President Kenneth Kaunda. The plan 
this week to investigate Kaunda’s background and de- 
port him for ruling Zambia illegally had to be ditched 
rapidly when Lusaka looked as if it would explode into 
rioting and looting. Now, threatening anti-government 
{word indistinct] are appearing in Lusaka and Kenneth 
Kaunda is making hay out of the government’s embar- 
rassment. From Lusaka, Rob Makai faxed this report: 
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The circular which first appeared on Wednesday [18 
October] is entitled final warning. It states that if the 
government should continue with the bid to deport 
Kaunda, President Chiluba and his henchmen, amongst 
whom ii names Home Affairs Minister Chitalu Sampa, 
would be eliminated. The circular also threatened that 
several government buildings could be bombed. The 
police say they are treating the threats seriously and 
have started investigations to track down the authors 
and to avert any acts of anarchy. 


The ruling MMD [Movement for Multiparty Democ- 
racy] is not waiting for the outcome of the police in- 
vestigation. They are already linking the documents to 
supporters of Kaunda. Kelly Walubita, the MMD secu- 
rity chief, alleges he had received reports that some of 
Kaunda’s close aides had been distributing the circulars 
[words indis«.ct) boys and girls. But UNIP [United Na- 
tional Inde;endence Party] has been quick to deny any 
involvement with the document. Kaunda’s press assis- 
tant, (Mohabi Lungu), referred to the circular as childish 
and unprofessional and says his party was too mature 
to be involved with anything like that. 


Dr. Kaunda himself is not taking any chances with the 
deportation threat, even after the government abandoned 
it. He has now filed a motion in court seeking an order 
to prohibit the minister of home affairs and the chief 
immigration officer from declaring him a prohibited 
immigrant and deporting him. In his affidavit to support 
his petition, Kaunda declared that he was a Zambian, 
born in Zambia in 1924, of Malawian parents who came 
to settle in Zambia in 1905. He says that since birth, 
he has resided in Zambia and became the country’s first 
president in October 1964. He said before independence, 
he was a British protected person and he was later 
granted Zambian citizenship at independence. 


Zimbabwe 
Judge Grants Bail to Opposition Leader Sithole 


MB2010i62095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1542 GMT 20 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Harare Oct 20 SAPA — A 
Zimbabwe High Court judge on Friday [20 October] 
granted bail to Rev Ndabaningi Sithole, 76, leader of the 
Opposition ZANU [Zimbabwe African National Union] 
(Ndonga) Party, who is accused of plotting the violent 
overthrow of Presiden: ri Mugabe’s government. 


Judge George Smith ithole to pay ZD100,000 
[Zimbabwe dollars] to secure his release from Chikurubi 
prison on the outskirts of Harare. He was arrested at 
the weekend and linked to an alleged conspiracy by 
"militants" in his party to blow up Mugabe in his car 
in August. Sithole was instructed to hand over the title 
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deeds of his house in southern Harare, and to continue 
living there. 


His wife Vesta, overcome at the ruling, told reporters 
outside the Harare high court later: "I am so happy.” 
Lawyer Tendai Biti left immediately after the decision 
for Chikurubi Central Prison with papers for Sithole’s 
freedom. 


The aging politician, once the radical head of the black 
nationalist campaign against white minority rule until 
he was unseated in 1975 by his young aide, Robert 
Mugabe, appeared in court on Monday [16 October] 
this week and was accused of reconnoitering an ambush 
site for the alleged hitsquad of the Chimwenje [little 
light) movement. The government says the Chimwenje 
movement has been training recruits in Mozambique for 
insurrection against the government of the ruling ZANU 
(PF) Party. 


Sithole’s lawyers on Wednesday argued that the allega- 
tions against him were vague and that he was suffer- 
ing from high blood pressure. He was so senile that he 
would forget to take his medicine. Gwadiso said they 
had not considered the merits of the application. 


Order Postpones Some Local Elections 


MB2110190895 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 21 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The opposition Forum Party of 
Zimbabwe has successfully obtained a temporary high 
court order postponing next week’s local government 
elections in some constituencies. 


The Forum Party said the Zimbabwean Local Govern- 
ment Ministry and the town clerks of Harare, Bulawayo, 
and Gweru had three days to respond if they wished to 
oppose the order. If they fail to do so, the court would 
then confirm the application. 


The Forum Party said it had applied for a postponement 
of voting because legislation declaring the elections 
legal had not yet gone through Parliament. However, the 
ruling ZANU [Zimbabwe African National Union]-PF 
[Patriotic Front] party said the local elections would go 
ahead as scheduled, whether the legislation was passed 
or not. It said the elections were being held under special 
powers conferred on President Robert Mugabe by the 
Zimbabwean constitution. 


‘Negative Media’ Said Tainting RSA Ties 
MB2010185195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1708 GMT 20 Oct 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] BULAWAYO Oct 20 SAPA 
— Zimbabwe and South Africa could become unneces- 
Sary enemies because of negative media reports in both 
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countries, South African high commissioner to Zim- 
babwe Kingsley Mamabolo said. 


"Sometimes South African media has unfairly focused 
on President Robert Mugabe and painted a bad picture 
of him. The tendency by Zimbabwean media now has 
been to hit back and this does not amuse us (the South 
African government) at all," he told a business meeting 
on Friday. 


Mamabolo claimed reports suggested Zimbabwean 
leaders were seeking favours from South African 
"model president" Nelson Mandela, ZIANA [ZIM- 
BABWE INTER-AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY] news 
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agency reported. "What worries us more is that the 
business communities in both countries are taking up 
the cue to lambast each other across the border instead 
of co-operating for the mutual development of our 
countries," Mamabolc said. 


He said South Africa’s successful political transforma- 
tion from apartheid to democracy had brought it into 
sharp focus by other countries that hoped to tap from 
it. The government of national unity was struggling to 
fulfill its electoral promises such as free health care and 
education. It was also suffering from a serious budget 
deficit. 
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Cote d’lvoire Ends Campaign in Yamoussouk;o 
, AB2010225695 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
President Pledges ‘Fair, Open’ Elections Nationale-Une Network in French 
AB2010191795 Paris AFP in French 1900 GMT 20 Oct 95 
1631 GMT 20 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Abidjan, 20 Oct (AFP) — 
Ivorian President Henri Konan Bedie, candidate for the 
presidential election of 22 October, today called on 
the opposition to drop its decision to boycott the next 
legislative and municipal elections, while guaranteeing 
"fair and open” elections for them. 


In his latest electoral campaign speech in Yamoussoukro 
— 220 km northwest of Abidjan — Mr. Bedie, reacting 
to the threats of the opposition which has called on his 
supporters to prevent the holding of the presidential poll, 
called on the voters “to organize therr<e!ves to protect 
people, the polling stations, and ballot boxes.” 


“The watchwords of ‘all-out boycott’ of the elections 
slated for 22 October constitute appeals for threatening 
state security,” the incumbent president stated, describ- 
ing the opposition leaders as “irresponsible people if not 
even as criminals” in a statement, a copy of which was 
received by AFP. 


"This is a plot openly hatched against democracy and 
social peace. That is why | call on you not to follow 
them,” he added, stating that a “very strong will to 
overcome the obstacles fearlessly, as well as to go and 
vote is shown everywhere." 


"In order to come out of the logic of confrontations in 
which the Ivorian Popular Front [FPI, social democratic 
party] and the Rally of Republicans (RDR, centrist 
party] have installed themselves, I solemnly appeal to 
them to participate in the forthcoming legislative and 
municipal elections,” the president added. 


“They are not as restricted as the presidential elections. 
We assure them of honest and transparent elections,” he 
insisted. 


"Once again, the government has unilaterally decided 
to call in experts to verify the voters’ registers,” he 
announced, thus talking about the main demand of the 
Opposition parties. 


"I hope that the good intentions of the government 
and the good faith of the government will finally be 
recognized, tested, and put to good use so that we may 
come out of the destructive confrontations imposed on 
us,” he added. [passage omitted] 


[From the “Special Presidential Elections” program 
hosted by Dara Fofana] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] (Fofana) The Democratic Party 
of Cote d'Ivoire — the African Democratic Rally 
{[PDCI-P © 4] candidate [President Henri Konan Bediec]} 
was in Yamoussoukro today. Let us turn to Benjamin 
Oulai in Yamoussoukro for the details. 


{Oulai}) Hello, good evening, Dara Fofana. PDCI-RDA 
Chairman Aime Henri Konan Bedie today rounded off 
his campaign for the 22 October presidential elections 
here in Yamoussoukro. Here, like elsewhere, he made 
it a point to call for togetherness, unity, brotherhood, 
and solidarity among all Ivorians, because, he said, it is 
through unity that the development efforts of a people 
become efficient and yield the expected results. This 
is why, he said, within the PDCI-RDA, the political 
adversary is not an enemy to be killed but rather 
a brother — a brother, who, according to the spirit 
of democracy, one can fight on purely ideological 
grounds. As envisaged in his general policy statement, 
he advocates a modern and viable system of agriculture 
for Cote d'Ivoire. 


In the field of administration, as in Daloa, candidate 
Bedie announced the elevation of several localities in 
the central region to the grade of subprefecture and 
districts. The amount of money to be spent on these 
projects has not been disclosed, because he has promised 
to return here to Yamoussoukro after the presidential 
elections. 


Concerning the strategy of the industrialization of 
modern Cote d'Ivoire, President Henry Konan Bedie 
suggested some solutions. Let us listen to him: 


[Begin Bedie recording] Major industrial companies as 
well as small- and medium-scale enterprises devoted 
to exports and all other services so as to bring our 
country into the society of what is known as the 
newly industrialized countries and simultaneously turn 
Abidjan into another Singapore to serve the entire 
African continent. [sentence as heard] [applause] The 
major instruments for this new industrial policy are 
the creation of free zones in Abidjan, San Pedro, and 
probably at Grand Lahou; the adoption of a general 
fiscal policy resolutely favorable for enterprises and 
hard workers; and the creation of export centers or better 
sull the establishment of export insurance companies. 
We will also examine the possibility of creating a free 
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port in Abidjan to supply the entire subregion and to 
transport its products. [end recording] 


[Oulai] Due to the importance of these development 
programs, President Bedie today invited Ivorians in 
Yamoussoukro as well as those elsewhere to vote 
massively during the 22 October elections. 


{Abidjan La Chaine Une Television Network in French 
at 2000 GMT on 20 October carries the following 
recorded excerpt from Bedie’s speech in Yamous- 
soukro: "Together, let us galvanize this general wish in- 
stead of suffering from the dictates of a minority party, 
because voting is the first of duties; it is the sacred duty 
of any free citizen who is committed to the good man- 
agement of the common property. Voting means par- 
ticipating in true democracy, the development and the 
peaceful construction of the nation. 


"In order to come out of the logic of confrontations in 
which the FPI and the RDR have installed themselves, 
I solemnly suggest to them from the platform here 
in Yamoussoukro to participate in the forthcoming 
legislative and municipal elections. They are not as 
restricted as the presidential elections in which they 
have voluntarily refused to participate. [applause] We 
assure them honest and transparent elections. This 
promise, which was made right from the start, will be 
maintained under the supervision of the international 
community. 


"Once again, the government has unilaterally decided 
to call in experts to verify voter registration. Earlier, 
since the beginning of the process, the government 
has allowed this control to be effected through the 
technical commissions established in each electoral 
district where there are representatives of the opposition 
parties concerned. 


"Furthermore, the government has just released the list 
of the members of the Independent National Elections 
Supervision and Arbitration Commission, excepting the 
representatives of the FPI and the RDR who are 
expected. 


"For our democratic life to be peaceful and rich, we 
in the PDCI want the cadres of the FPI and the RDR 
to participate in the legislative and municipal elections. 
Measures will be taken to facilitate their participation 
in the competition as I am personally prepared — if I 
am elected — to provide the opposition parliamentary 
groups with a special status together with the means to 
maneuver. 


"I hope that the good intentions and the good faith of 
the government will be finally recognized, tested, and 
put to good use. The FPI and the RDR must stop their 
calls for riot and violence. I still and unfailingly expect 
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to see signs 0/ peace from them. We extend to them a 
hand of peace — an unfailing hand.”) 


Violent Clashes Presage Presidential Vote 


AB21 10073095 Paris AFP in English 
0136 GMT 21 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Abidjan, Oct 21 (AFP) — 
More violent clashes broke out in Ivory Coast Friday 
[20 October] ahead of Sunday’s presidential elections, 
Opposition sources said. 


The sources said the violence followed demonstrations 
against the elections, which the main opposition is 
boycotting, in Odienne, 610 kilometres (360 miles) 
northwest of here. 


A witness contacted by telephone said the local admin- 
istrative offices in the town of 30,000 people near the 
border with Guinea and Mali had been burned after the 
clashes between demonstrators and security forces. 


Sources said a number of people had been injured 
as demonstrators seized electoral material for use in 
Sunday's vote. 


In another incident at Gagnoa, some 380 kilometres 
nearer to Abidjan, police commander Philippe Gnamin 
said 80 planters from the Baoule ethnic grotip had taken 
refuge in a police garage after being chasea from their 
homes by Betes. 


The Baoules, interviewed by an AFP correspondent, 
said they did not know why they had been forced out. 
Many were exhausted after walking 30 kilometres. 


Gagnoa is a stronghold of the opposition social demo- 
crat Ivorian Popular Front, headed by Laurent Gbagbo, 
a Bete. Ivory Coast President Henri Konan Bedie, the 
favourite to win on Sunday, is a Baoule. 


According to the official 'YORIAN NEWS AGENCY 
at least 18 people were massacred in a planters’ camp 30 
kilometres northwest of Gagnoa on Monday. The report 
has not been confirmed. 


Supporters and opponents of Bedie clashed in Gagnoa 
Thursday. The situation was calmer Friday but most ac- 
cesses to the town were made impassible by improvised 
road blocks. 


PDCI Officials Targetted 
AB21 10193495 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 21 Oct 95 
(From the "Focus on Africa” program, hosted by Chris 
Bickerton] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] [Bickerton] In Central Ivory 
Coast, it’s been a troubled week around Gagnoa, a 
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stronghold of Laurent Gbagbo of the FPI [Ivorian Patri- 
otic Front]. Opposition supporters hive burned dows. of- 
ficial buildings, including the offices of the ruling PDCI 
{Democratic Party of Cote d’Ivoire], attacked govern- 
ment supporters, and set up roadblocks. Thierry Augier 
of our French Service is in Gagnoa. Mary Harper asked 
him what the situation was like today: 

(Begin recording] [Augier] Well, the demonstrators 
{words indistinct) .o the election boycott near Laurent 
Gbagbo’s birthplace, have been targeting supporters of 
the PDCI, which are not very many, but they try to 
attack them, and according to some of them which we 
saw this morning at hospital, they say they wanted to 
exterminate the supporters of the ruling party, the PDCI. 
At hospital this morning, we saw three people with 
gunshot wounds and they say that two others have been 
injured as well. 

(Harper) And what about elsewhere in the area? Has 
there been any other sign of trouble? 


{Augier] Some people arrived overnight from nearby 
plantations, and these are mainly people from the 
president’s ethnic group v’ho moved here 10 or 20 years 
ago, and they have been cxpelled from their plantations 
in the past days. 

[Harper] And does it look like anybody is going to go 
and vote tomorrow in the elections? 


{Augier] We haven’t met many people who say that they 
are ready to go to vote. Lots of people are complaining 
that they have not received their cards. There is also a 
great deal of intimidation, and people are not very ready 
to take the risk to venture out and vote. 


{Harper} What kind of intimidation are you referring to? 


[Augier] Opposition activists have been distributing 
leaflets from the Republican Front. It says that on 
Sunday (22 October], there will not be any votes around 
here, and there is a threat saying that if you care for 
security, or the security of your family, you don’t have 
to go out and try to vote on Sunday. 


(Harper) Yesterday, you mentioned that there was quite 
a heavy deployment of security forces that have been 
sent out on the orders of President Bedie. What's 
happening today? 

[Augier] Weil, they are still out in the streets, and their 
presence is being felt strongly now. The demonstrators 
are saying they are ready to confront them, and from late 
afternoon today they say they are going to start putting 
roadblocks again in order to disrupt the operations 
tomorrow. [end recording] 


[Bickerton] My colleague, Thierry Augier, in Gagnoa, 
Ivory Coast. So, only hours to go before the polls 
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open in Ivory Coast, and the opposition is still calling 
a boycott. There are reports of widespread trouble in 
Opposition regions, the Army has been deployed, and 
it looks as though the whole affair has been reduced 
to 4 contest between President Bedie [Ivorian] Workers 
Party candidate, rrancis Wodie, who has been described 
as a little more than a ghost contender. On the line to 
Abidjan, Mary Harper asked presidential spokesman, 
Noel \10, if they were really ready for tomorrow's 
elections: 


[Begin recording) [Yao] Of course. Generally speaking, 
the situation is very calm, and the majority is prepared 
to go tomorrow for the vote. There is no problem. 


{Har,er] You are describing everything as being very 
calm but that doesn’t really seem to be what is happen- 
ing in Ivory Coast. Some areas are actually quite violent, 
and the opposition supporters are burning ballot boxes, 
and they are going on the rampage. 


[Yao] Yes, of course, if 5O persons are trying to make 
noise — as I said previously — the majority of our 
people is very ready to go to the polls. I can tell you 
that everything will be very, very calm despite what the 
minority is willing to prepare. 


[Harper] It does seem in some places though that the 
security forces have got out of control. I understand 
that in the northern town of Odienne, they ran out of 
teargas yesterday, and started firing bullets at opposiiion 
demonstrators. 


[Yao] Yes, as I have said previously, our opposition has 
tried since several days to create an atmosphere of fear 
and violence in the country but our government has the 
situation firmly under control. 


[Harper] Can you really call this an election though? 
I mean, there is only really one viable candidate, the 
incumbent President Bedie, with another, the other 
candidate being someone who is being described as 
a ghost candidate, just a pawn in the hands of the 
president. So, really, these aren't very competitive 
elections, are they? 


[Yao] I don’t know why you keep on calling Mr. Wodie, 
who is the leader of the Ivorian Workers Party, as a 
puppet candidate. I don’t understand such a position on 
your part. If Mr. Gbagbo ov the others couldn't go to 
the vote, it is because they knew they will be clearly 
defeated by the president. I think there is no doubt. 


[Harper] We have received some reports that at this very 
moment, just on the eve of the elections, the president is 
actually still talking to opposition candidates who have 
withdrawn, particularly, Laurent Gbagbo. Is that true? 
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[Yao] The president has said on several occasions that 
his door remains open, so there is no surprise at all. Even 
after 22 October he will keep on talking. He is the head 
of state and, as you know, our party, the PDCI, has the 
basic philoscphy of dialogue and peace, so this is very 
normal. [end recording] 


Archbishop on Mediation Efforts 


AB2210082795 Abidjan Radio Cote d’ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
0700 GMT 22 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Ivorians go to the polls today 
to elect the president of the Republic. The choice is 
between two candidates: Aime Henri Konan Bedie of 
the Democratic Party of Cote d'Ivoire and Francis 
Wodie of the Ivorian Workers Party. Opposition parties 
of the Reg sblic Front have called for an all-out boycott 
of the elections. The government, however, has given 
the assurance that all the necessary measures have been 
taken to ensure the security of all those who will go to 
the polls to accomplish their civic duty. On account of 
the tension surrounding the elections, religious leaders 
have offered their good offices to both parties to avoid 
a useless tragedy for our country. Even yesterday, 
religious leaders met with both parties. Here is the 
statement made by Monsignor Bernard Agre, archbishop 
of Abidjan: 


{Begin Agre recording] As you are aware, we have 
appealed for calm and peace in this country which 
needs peace very much. This country has enjoyed 
peace for a very long time. Between brothers, there 
are sometimes dissensions and misunderstandings. We 
offered our good offices. We have met with opposition 
and government members. We were not meeting them 
for the first time today. Today the meeting was a bit 
longer. We met this morning and again this evening. 
There was agreement on several points, but there were 
also divergent views. However, in Africa dialogue is a 
continuous process and we would like this dialogue to 
bear fruit so that Ivorians live as brothers. 


We discussed the electoral code and the voters’ regis- 
tration revision. All these form part of the issues to be 
resolved. We also discussed the polls. While a party 
wants the voting to go ahead another party wants the 
voting to be suspended. To repeat what we have already 
said, people should remain serene. Anger and fear are 
bad advisers. Let us be serene. Let us go to the polls if 
we can and if we should. Ivorians should know, how- 
ever, that these are trying times. There should be no 
provocation and we should live truly as brothers. [end 
recording] 
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Government Talks With Oppostion 


AB2210083595 Abidjan Radio Cote d’fvoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
0709 GMT 22 Oct 95 


[Government statement issued in Abidjan on 21 October 
— read by Danielle Boni-Claverie, minister of commu- 
nications and government spokesperson; recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text] First, I want to give the back- 
ground of the political talks that took piace today. A 
group of religious leaders deemed that they should get 
involved in the crisis in order to sponsor a meeting 
between the head of state and the leaders of the Ivo- 
rian Popular Front [FPI] and the Rally of Republicans 
{[RDR]. That accounts for this morning's meeting be- 
tween the leaders of the Republican Front [FR] and the 
religious leaders, who have just come to brief us on the 
outcome of their talks. 


As religious and spiritual leaders, they had asked the 
FR — the FPI and the RDR — to drop their call for 
an all-out boycott of the election so that the presiden- 
tial election will take place in a peaceful and calm at- 
mosphere. Similarly, they had asked the government to 
make a firm commitment that it will facilitate the FR’s 
participation in the upcoming elections. 


The head of state recalled the appeal he made in 
Yamoussoukro urging the leaders of the FPI and the 
RDR to take part in upcoming elections. He said he 
had assured that everything would be done to solve the 
remaining problem, namely by ensuring the actual and 
effective cross-checking of the voters’ registers. 


I would also want to say that the head of state made a 
vibrant appeal for peace so that no blood will be shed 
tomorrow. Furthermore, he stressed that the electoral 
process should be respected, saying that those who 
wish to vote should do so, and those who do not 
wish to should either abstain or throw in blank ballots. 
Unfortunately, the FPI and RDR leaders have apparently 
ignored the religious leaders’ move because they still 
argue that they will not suspend the boycott call unless 
the presidential election is postponed. So that is the bone 
of contention. 


The government will continue to be consistent with its 
previous statement, namely that the door is left open 
for dialogue. However, the presidentiai election will 
take place and every measure has been taken to ensure 
security and enable Ivorians to express their choice 
through the ballot box and not under the dictate of the 
mob. 
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Some Foreign Observers Not To Monitor Elections 


AB2110115095 Paris AFP in English 
0957 GMT 21 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Abidjan, Oct 21 (AFP) — Ob- 
servers from several government and unofficial bodies 
have abandoned plans to monitor Sunday’s presidential 
election in Ivory Coast, diplomats in the capital Abidjan 
said Saturday [21 October]. 


The outcome of the election is not in doubt as the 
outgoing President Henri Konan Bedie faces only one 
opponent, Francis Wodie, candidate of a tiny party 
whose only elected member of parliament he is. 


The main opposition parties are boycotting the election 
and have called on their supporters to stop the vote 
taking place, challenging the conditions under which it 
is being held. 


The US non-governmental organization the National 
Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI) 
blamed the "prevailing political climate in this pre- 
electoral period" for its decision to withdraw its ob- 
servers after the main opposition parties said they would 
boycott the poll. 


"It is not a case of an election but of a plebiscite, 
and that’s why many people are pulling out," said a 
Ciplomat. 


In a statement to AFP the NDI said that following the 
failure of mediation serious disagreements still existed 
over the legal framework and manner of organization of 
the vote. 


It launched "a solemn appeal" to the government and 
Opposition parties to continue their dialogue and reach 
agreement on organizing meaningful and democratic 
elections. 


The NDI said it was essential that all parties renounced 
violence and sought by all possible means a political 


solution to preserve peace in the country. 


Switzerland bas called off plans to send five observers. 
They will be replaced by three diplomats from its 
Abidjan embassy. Canada will also rely on its local 
diplomats. 


The Quebec elections office said it had abandoned plans 
to send a mission “at the last minute” following advice 


from experts. 


It has not been disclosed how many observers will be at 
polling stations Sunday. The United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP), responsible for coordinating 
the monitoring, said there could be about 120 observers 
from different countries. 
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Diplomatic sources said that a figure of 350 had been 
initially announced. 


The UNPD said the mission of the observers was 
"purely technical" and the UN "had no mandate to 
give an opinion on the proper conduct or results of the 
election." 


France and Germany have each sent five observers, 
already in Abidjan. The Organization of African Unity 
plans to send "a large team of diplomats, jurists and 
eminent academics." 


Foreign Observers Listed 


AB2210105995 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
0730 GMT 22 Oct 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] At the invitation of the Ivo- 
rian Government, 111 foreign observers mandated by 
many countries and international and nongovernmen- 
tal organizations are currently in our country. The ob- 
servers, whose activities are being coordinated by the 
United Nations, have been dispatched to the 10 regions 
of our country, where they will monitor today’s presi- 
dential election. Two of them come from South Africa; 
five from Germany; two from Benin; two from Burk- 
ina Faso; five from Canada; three from Spain; 21 from 
France; two from the United Kingdom; five from Japan; 
two from Mali; five from Morocco; six from Nige- 
ria; two from Senegal; four from Switzerland; 10 from 
Togo; one from Tunisia; two from the United Nations; 
15 from the OAU; one from the African Women Jurists 
Association; three from the Study and Research Group 
on Democracy, Economic, and Social Development in 
Africa; 10 from the International Observers Group on 
Democracy; and three from the International Human 
Rights Union. 


Citizens Heeding Official Appeal To Vote 22 Oct 


AB2210123995 Abidjan Radio Cote d’Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1200 GMT 22 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The government’s appeal has 
been heeded: Ivorians have been going out to vote 
since this morning to elect the next president between 
the Ivorian Workers Party’s Romain Francis Vangah 
Wodie and the Democratic Party of Cote d'Ivoire 
([PDCI]’s Henri Konan Bedie. In Abidjan and elsewhere 
in the country, voting is proceeding smoothly, while 
the PDCI candidate, incumbent President Henri Konan 
Bedie, voted a short while ago at about 1130 at the 
Lycee Sainte Marie polling station in Abidjan. He 
was accompanied by his wife and their younger son. 
Also present at the polling station were Prime Minister 
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Daniel Kablan Duncan and a few government members. 
[passage omitted] 


Ten Polling Stations Ransacked 


AB2210140295 Paris AFP in French 
1305 GMT 22 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Abidjan, 22 Oct (AFP) — The 
majority of polling stations in the town of Dabakala, 
350 km north of Abidjan, were ransacked this morning 
by opposition supporters who wanted to prevent voting 
from taking place, an official at the local subprefecture 
disclosed. According to an opposition source joined 
by phone at Dabakala, there were clashes between 
supporters and opponents of President Bedie, who is 
seeking reelection, leaving at least one person injured. 
Supporters of the opposition Republican Front, which 
called for a “all-out boycott" of the presidential election, 
ransacked five of the town’s seven polling stations 
and five other stations of the surrounding villages, the 
Official further explained. 


According to the subprefecture official, ballot boxes 
were smashed and electoral material burned. The polling 
Stations were "equipped to enable voters to perform their 
Civic duty,” the official added, pointing out, however, 
that in some villages the population refused “en bloc" 
to vote. No serious incident was reported in the rest 
of the country by the middle of the day. At Gagnoa, 
an opposition stronghold some 230 km northwest of 
Abidjan, about 300 voters were escorted by the Army 
to the prefecture where the voting was going on, an AFP 
correspondent observed. Some skirmishes took place 
between some young men and security forces as the 
latter cordoned off the building. No casualties were 
reported. 


Minister Urges Voters To Vote 


AB2210150995 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 1310 GMT 22 Oct 95 


[Statement by Interior Minister Emile Constant Bombet 
in Abidjan; date not given — recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text] Dear compatriots: On 22 Octo- 
ber, our country will go through one of the most impor- 
tant stages of its history. As a matter of fact, in compli- 
ance with the Constitution, Ivorians will have to elect 
the supreme magistrate, who will be charged with lead- 
ing their destiny for the next five years. It is pointless 
to emphasize the essential role of the head of state, and 
the importance of his election in our institutions. 


The president is the only representative of the nation, 
whose role as a proxy and custodian of our national 
sovereignty cannot be played by any group of people or 
any individual. The importance of the 22 October poll, 
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as you are aware, also lies in the fact that it is the first 
election since the death of the founding father of modern 
Cote d’Ivoire, the champion of peace — an ideal that he 
pursued throughout his life, and passed down not only 
to Ivorians, but to all Africans and the world at large. 


Since independence, Cote d'Ivoire has consistently held 
general elections every five years. The 22 October 
election should, therefore, be an opportunity for Ivorians 
to show both their political maturity, and the progress 
in the democratic process, of which elections are a 
fundamental ingredient. In fact, the aim of democracy 
is to make everyone agree to resort to elections to make 
political decisions, and to choose men they deem apt to 
implement such decisions. For that reason, the logic of 
democracy makes the right to vote — and not street 
action — the means to achieve political power. No 
Citizen can, therefore, be deprived of that right, because 
in addition to the fact that it enables citizens to choose 
their political authorities, it also enables them to reaffirm 
their belonging in the national community. 


The struggle of those who are calling for the all-out 
boycott of the election and who are using disturbances, 
intimidation, vandalism, and even cold blooded murder 
to prevent the holding of the election is, therefore, 
not a struggle for democracy. I must emphasize that 
true democracy requires that recourse to the ballot box 
prevail over recourse to arms, because unless one opts 
for the revolutionary approach — that is a bloody 
approach — elections are now, more than ever, the only 
legitimate way to power. The true reason for the so- 
called all-out boycott called by the Ivorian Popular Fron. 
[FPI] and the Rally of Republicans [RDR] is therefore 
elsewhere. No one can claim that he loves his country 
and at the same time make seditious appeals to destroy 
it. 

Ivorians, who are deeply committed to peace, wi!! not 
allow anyone to distract them. They are aware that there 
is nothing wrong in a people choosing one of their 
members — whose aspirations coincide with theirs — 
to lead their destiny. That is why a special effort was 
made in these hard times for the economy to provide 
considerable human, material, and financial resources 
for the successful organization of the election. 


The government takes this opportunity to pay well- 
deserved tribute to the overwhelming majority of Ivo- 
rians and their friends for their contribution toward the 
election. It urges voters not to allow ‘hemselves to be 
intimidated by those who use every means to assert their 
freedom and rights while denying others their rights and 
freedom. 


The government once again makes a solemn appeal to 
those who sponsor disturbances, and in particular the 
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FPI and RDR leaders, to put an end to their call for 
hatred and murder. Cote d’ Ivoire, our beautiful country, 
does not need unnecessary dissension. Its characteristic 
spirit of peace and brotherhood has been the reason 
for its attractiveness vis-a-vis investors. Let us avoid 
destroying this treasure bequeathed to us by God who 
loves this country and its people. In the interest of our 
beloved Cote d'Ivoire, we are all invited to turn out 
en masse to the polling stations to carry out our civic 
duty. We will thereby make it possible for freedom to 
prevail over hatred and dictatorship. The government 
restates that law and order will be maintained, and 
voters’ security ensured. 


I thank you. 


Government Orders Stronger Security 


AB2210164795 Abidjan Frequence-Deux Radio 
in French 1600 GMT 22 Oct 95 


{Government communique issued in Abidjan on 22 
October] 


(FBIS Translated Text] Information reaching the gov- 
ernment says that members of the Republican Front are 
getting ready to attack polling stations throughout the 
national territory to prevent the counting of votes and 
to stifle the voice of the Ivorian people. 


The government hereby orders the security forces and 
the civic action committees to strengthen the security 
apparatus of polling stations to repel and arrest demon- 
Strators, and to hand them over to the law. 


The government, guarantor of public order, calls on all 
Citizens to remain calm, to perform their civic duty. It 
urges those who have not voted yet to do so. 


The government hereby recalls that voters, who still do 
not have voters cards but have identity cards, can vote 
in the polling stations where they are registered. 


Regional Correspondents Report 
AB2210180795 Abidjan Radio Cote d’Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1700 GMT 22 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Here are some accounts on the 
presidential voting exercise by our regional correspon- 
dents. First, here is Gaspard Guie in Guiglo: 


(Begin Guie recording} In Guiglo, there were 104 
polling stations for 98,000 potential voters. Voting is 
taking place without any obstacle. The setting up of 
many polling stations helped to reduce the number 
of voters for each polling station. At Sohoupleu, the 
only remote polling station located at 120 km from 
the headquarters of the subprefecture and where clashes 
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were feared, the voting exercise is taking place quietly 
with the 39 registered voters for that polling station. 
(end recording] 


Let us leave Guiglo now for Sakassou where we have 
our correspondent Celestin Koffi Kan reporting on the 
polling exercise: 


[Begin Kan recording] In Sakassou, the polling exercise 
is taking place very well. The polling stations, which 
opened at 0800, were besieged by people who came out 
en masse to perform their civic duty. Let us say that the 
people of Sakassou are not living in fear of reprisals 
by the Republican Front, so that as early as 1100, many 
polling station chairmen and their members were jobless 
because most of the people had completed their voting. 
While we wait for the ballot counting exercise at 1800, 
we can say that everything is going on very well in 
Sakassou. [end recording] 


All-Out Boycott Said Ineffective 


AB2210184595 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1800 GMT 22 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] We now join one of our 
special correspondents, Rene Kekou, who is based in 
the east of the country for a report on the current 
presidential elections. 


{Begin Kekou recording] The all-out boycott order 
was not effective in Bondoukou and Tanda. All the 
polling stations we visited in the various districts were 
calm, serene, and marked by discipline. Of course, 
at the beginning there was some anxiety cau‘ed by 
rumors, and an attempted boycott on the eve of the 
elections, notably in Bondoukou, but the atmosphere 
that prevailed when the first voters performed their civic 
duty motivated those who had remained at home to 
come out. 


There was general mobilization in Tanda. The admin- 
istrative authorities and the vote counting committee, 
made up of heads of the town’s services, are doing ev- 
erything in their power to ensure smooth elections. In- 
deed, after the morning church service, people stormed 
the polling stations. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Armed Group Reportedly Kills 2 


AB2210190195 Paris AFP in French 
1833 GMT 22 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translates Text] Abidjan, 22 Oct (AFP) — At 
least two people were killed in Cote d'Ivoire today in 
Clashes that occurred during the presidential poll, it was 
learned from reliable sources in Abidjan. According 
to these sources, the two victims were fired upon 
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in Mbengue (in the north), when an armed group 
attacked a polling station. Three other people were 
reportedly wounded, one seriously, in this village in the 
Ferkessedougou region (near the Burkina Faso border). 


According to the opposition, one person was also killed 
in Soukala near Dabakala (350 km north of Abidjan) 
during clashes between supporters and opponents of 
President Henri Konan Bedie. This report has not been 
confirmed by any independent souice. 


Officials Asked To Remain Vigilant 


AB2210193295 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1900 GMT 22 Oct 95 


[Government communique issued in Abidjan on 22 
October] 


[FBIS Translated Text) Reports reaching us from the 
various regions confirm that the electoral operations are 
taking place calmly. However, the government is asking 
Officials of polling stations to remain vigilant, and to 
continue to strengthen security measures. Voters who 
have not been able to vote are invited to vote before the 
Closing of the voting exercise. 


Ballot Counting To Begin Shortly 


AB2210195595 Abidjan Radio Cote da’ Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1900 GMT 22 Oct 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] The Ministry of Interior has 
taken measures to gather election results from all the 
various polling stations. Our correspondent Nicholas 
Sagou is on the spot: 


[Begin Sagou recording] As scheduled, polling stations 
Closed this evening at 1800, thus giving way for 
ballot counting. Due to the presence of security forces, 
Ivorians were able to accomplish their civic duty in full 
security, and to freely choose the future president. They 
had a choice between the two presidential candidates, 
namely Francis Wodie of the Ivorian Workers Party and 
Henri Konan Bedie of the Cote d’Ivoire Democratic 
Party. Voting operations took place throughout the 
national territory. Everything, it must be stated, went 
on fine, except for a few minor incidents. 


Everyone is waiting here at the Ministry of Interior. 
No results are available yet. Journalists are watching 
out for the first report on the polls and staff of the 
ministry are working hard toward this. As the polling 
exercise did not experience any major incident, the 
results will start coming in soon. In a short while, 
at 2000, Interior Minister Emile Constant Bombet is 
expected to hold a media briefing during which he will 
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explain the methods adopted in arriving at the results, 
and to give an approximate time for the release of the 
first results. 


In any case, listeners of Radio Cote d'Ivoire can rest 
assured that they will be informed every hour so they 
will know the latest results as they come in. Radio Cote 
d'Ivoire will be on throughout the night to announce the 
name of the person who will head our country for the 
next five years. [end recording] 


Communique on ‘Technical Cabinet Reshuffle’ 


AB21 10194795 Abidjan Radio Cote d’lvoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1900 GMT 21 Oct 95 


[Government communique issued in Abidjan on 21 
October — read by Government Secretary General 
Adolphe Kadjo Djidji) 


(FBIS Translated Text] The cabinet met today under 
the chairmanship of the head of state, His Excellency 
Mr. Henri Konan Bedie, president of the Republic. 
The meeting’s agenda centered on a technical cabinet 
reshuffle. 


Thus, upon the proposal of the prime minister and head 
of government, the president of the Republic signed a 
decree appointing General Robert Guei, former chief 
of general staff of the Cote d’Ivoire National Armed 
Forces [FANCT] as minister of civic service. His mission 
will consist, during the period of the great reforms and 
structural changes, of drafting a plan to settle young 
modern farmers on the land. 


The current events we are witnessing prove in the 
eyes of everyone the need to urgently implement such 
a plan so as to provide jobs to all youth, all able- 
bodied retirees, retrenched people, or jobless graduates. 
The government is determined that this program should 
succeed thanks to Gen. Robert Guei’s hard work. A 
decree from the president of the Republic will be issued 
later to define the role of this new ministry. 


Consequent to this technical cabinet reshuffle, the pres- 
ident of the Republic, upon the proposal of the defense 
minister, has signed a decree appointing Navy Captain 
Lancina Timite former deputy chief of general staff as 
chief of general staff of the FANCI, replacing Gen. 
Robert Guei who has just been assigned a cabinet posi- 
tion. 


Issued in Abidjan on 21 October 1995 


[Signed] Adolphe Kadjo Djidji, secretary general of the 
government 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


28 WEST AFRICA 


New Chief of Army Staff Appointed 21 Oct 


AB2110184995 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1833 GMT 21 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] There was a technical cabinet 
reshuffle within the Ivorian Government today. General 
Robert Guei has been appointed minister of the civic 
service. Navy Captain Lancina Timite is the new Army 
chief of staff of the Armed Forces of Cote d’ Ivoire. 


(Paris AFP in English at 1834 GMT on 21 October in an 
Abidjan-datelined item reports adds that "Guei will be 
replaced in his Army post by his deputy, Captain Las- 
sana Timithe, Government Secretary General Adolphe 
Kadjo Djidji said following a cabinet meeting. 


“Observers believed the Army chief's appointment was 
the result of dissensions between the Armed Forces 
and the presidency over the use of troops in quelling 
unrest in the run-up to Sunday’s election. President 
Henri Konan Bedie earlier held last-ditch talks wit: 
opposition leaders on the eve of the poll which the 
opposition had pledged to disrupt. The main opposition 
parties are boycotting the election and have called on 
their supporters to stop the vote taking place.") 


Independent Paper Confirms Massacre in 
Guiberoua 


AB2110071095 Abidjan LE JOUR in French 
20 Oct 95 p3 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Less than 48 hours before 
the presidential election, the central western part of 
Cote d’Ivoire is in a state of agitation. The watchword 
for split-group marches and sit-ins until 22 October 
is scrupulously observed. In Gagnoa, Guiberoua, and 
Ouragahio, the days are following each other with a 
series of incidents. 

According to reliable sources, Gagnoa was a “ghost 
town" yesterday with markets, stores, and administra- 
tive services closed. No vehicles, except those of the 
patrolling police, circulated throughout the day. Accord- 
ing to the same sources, street demonstrations broke 
out in the town around 0800. Certain sources said that 
all allegedly degenerated after Alassane Salif N’Diaye, 
the mayor of the town, shot in the direction of the 
marchers who then attacked various buildings. The two 
local Democratic Party of Cote d'Ivoire [PDCI] head- 
quarters were set on fire. The "Pharmacie Centrale,” a 
drugstore belonging to one of the mayor’s deputies, was 
looted and set on fire after its window panes were bro- 
ken. 


It is reported that the "Lycee de la Paix,” a high school 
belonging to Djedje Bagnon, the PDCI local section 
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secretary general, was in turn set on fire, while the 
windshield of the mayor’s Mercedes was shattered by 
stones thrown by demonstrators. Throughout the day, 
the town remained cut off from the rest of the country, 
as all the access roads were blockaded. 


In Guiberoua, a locality situated about 30 km away, west 
of Gagnoa, a tragedy has happened to the inhabitants. 
According to the IVORIAN NEWS AGENCY (AIP), 
a village, Kramo Yaokro, located in the heart of a 
forest, 40 km away from Guiberoua, was attacked by 
unidentified gunmen on the night of 16 October. The 
death toll is heavy: 18 people killed and many seriously 
injured. The village was completely burned down by the 
attackers. 


Three days after this event, the gendarmerie had not 
succeeded in reaching the massacre site, the AIP corre- 
spondent explained. This is because all the access roads 
were blockaded with tree trunks. It is even reported that 
all the roads leading to Ouragahio are also blockaded. 
The secretary general of the Gagnoa Prefecture to whom 
we spoke on the phone, confirmed the attack. However, 
he remained cautious as to the number of deaths. 


Furthermore, he disclosed that in Guiberoua on 16 
October, there were clashes during which a number of 
people were injured, one of them seriously, and a lot 
of property destroyed. In the fray, the car of the former 
parliamentarian Joachim Yoro was set on fire. [passage 
omitted] 


Paper on France’s Role in Possible Civil War 


AB2010150495 Abidjan LE REPUBLICAIN IVOIRIEN 
in French 20 Oct 95 p5 


[Article by Ladji Sidibe: "1995 Presidential Elections: 
Logic of Civil War") 


(FBIS Translated Text] Events in neighboring Liberia, 
Burundi, and Rwanda and in far-away Bosnia in the 
heart of Europe have not taught the Bedie government 
any lesson and, as the fateful date of 22 October ap- 
proaches, the situation in the country worsens danger- 
ously. The number of deaths is increasing. Passions are 
brewing. 


On the horizon are the harbingers of a civil war that is 
difficult to avoid. These words are not meant to frighten 
anyone. They are facts whose seriousness has forced 
us to make such a painful observation. These are the 
facts: First, on 18 October at Galebre, the subprefecture 
of Guiberoua, the irreparable occurred: A terrible con- 
frontation between activists of the Democratic Party of 
Cote d'Ivoire [PDCI], who were without doubt going 
by the orders of their secretary general, Laurent Dona- 
Fologo, and those of the Republican Front. The casualty 
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assessment was 17 dead. The Gagnoa Gendarmerie is 
still not able to say exactly to which side each of the 
victims belong. 


Second, one can recall that on 16 October, during 
demonstrations at Duekoue as part of the activities 
marking the “all-out boycott" ordered by the opposition 
leaders, a gendarme shot several times in the air. By the 
irony of fate, he killed the son of a retired gendarme. 
Between 17 and 18 October, the Republican Froni 
activists kidnapped all the children of the criminal 
gendarme. . 


Third, since the beginning of the protest marches against 
the electoral code, followed by the "all-out boycott" 
of elections, Gagnoa, the town of the kapok tree, had 
never witnessed any disturbances. All of a sudden, the 
mayor of the town, Salif Ndiaye — no one knows what 
possessed him — opened fire on the demonstrators and 
then turned and fied. As the immediate consequence 
of this faux pas, yesterday, 10,000 angry demonstrators 
flooded into the PDCI House. It was ransacked and 
burned down. 


The fateful day. 


That is not all. Fourth, let us strongly emphasize 
the intensification of tension in the western center, 
west, north, and northwest of the country. Thus, -all - 
means of communication have been cut and blocked by 
Republican Front activists since yesterday in Guiberoua, 
Duekoue, Man, and Guiglo. 


Other localities are getting themselves organized in 
this direction before the fateful day: 22 October. An 
assessment of the situation can enable us to immediately 
understand that the current deterioration stems from the 
blind intransigence of the PDCI and its government. 
Since the convention of this old party, which was 
held in early September in Yamoussoukro, where Bedie 
received from Chirac’s party the official backing of 
Matignon and the Elysee, the Bedie government, which 
until then had been resistant, suddenly toughened its 
stand. 


Henceforth, backed up by the support of the intelligence 
services, the government, and French businessmen, 
Bedie assumes an air of assurance. His words become 
more vigorous. Here and there, he makes concealed and 
then public threats. For him, Jacques Chirac’s France is 
enough to make him happy. 


Bedie and his falcons should stop deceiving themselves. 
History has shown that nowhere in the world has 
dictatorship — however powerful it is — gotten the 
better of the people. The French, we know today — 
at least Chirac’s France — prefers a statesman who is 
weakened by his unpopularity and intellectual limits, 
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a man whom Jacques Baulin has openly denounced, 
that very Baulin who contributed to Bedie’s political 
training, in "the succession of Houphouet-Boigny," 
to a statesman of the caliber of Alassane Dramane 
Ouattara or Laurent Gbagbo. With Bedie, Cote d’Ivoire 
is becoming the property of France and the French 


people. 


With the parties within the Republican Front, our people 
will recover their real freedom of action in the concert 
of free and independent nations. 


What is happening in Cote d’Ivoire is not new. Even 
under Mitterrand, the socialist and humanist, France 
made some painful options in Africa. The Togolese 
Opposition, which was comprised of highly qualified 
executives, was laminated, decimated, and subdued in 
favor of a general who is already out of the mainstream 
because worn out by power and by his Stalinian methods 
of commanding from the top. 


This is because General Eyadema in power was more 
reassuring to France than nationalist intellectuals who 
are more open to the world of the 21st century. In Togo, 
France used the virus of tribal hate to break the nascent 
democratic momentum. That momentum was nipped in 
the bud. The result is that Togo, the little Switzerland 
of Africa, went through a terrible experience for three 
good years. Hundveds of Togolese lost their lives for 
this obscure support given by Mitterrand’s France to 
Gen. Eyadema. 


In Cameroon, John Fru Ndi had won the elections. This 
did not augur well for France’s interests, because the 
Cameroonian opposition leader is from the Anglophone 
part of Cameroon. The possibility that once in power 
John Fru Ndi might swing to Britain or the United 
States frightened the French presidency. That is why 
the French authorities did everything to turn the tables 
in favor of a more docile and yielding protege like Paul 
Biya, who owes everything to France since he broke 
away from Ahidjo. 


In Gabon, Mr.Paul Mba Abessole, leader of the oppo- 
sition, had also won the last presidential election. Here, 
too, Paris managed to maintain Oumar Bongo in power. 
In Guinea, there is an illiterate general who entertain 
the people while his government sells out everything 
mainly to France. This Latin quarter of Africa, where 
highly competent executives abound, one is ashamed of 
what France has decided for this country, which remains 
"a geological scandal" at the world level. 


As everyone can see, France places its interests well 
above those of neo-colonial countries. At a time when 
large groupings are being considered and formed, our 
countries need leaders who understand what the real 
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stakes are in inter-states economic unions, solidarity 
blocs to promote democracy and freedoms, and thus pro- 
mote development. Unfortunately, after close analysis, 
these leaders, these head of state with exceptional des- 
tinies do not fall into the formula outlined by Chirac’s 
France for our African countries. What is of interests 
to Paris are unsophisticated and unintelligent leaders; 
statesmen good enough only to sign contracts that de- 
mean our emerging nations. 


By totally supporting Bedie, the French prime minister 
and president are respecting the adage that "states do 
not have friends, they only have interests." But, as has 
been said several times, Cote d’Ivoire is an exception to 
this rule. For once, by taking the side of Bedie, and thus 
its interest, France is backing the wrong horse. It is true 
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that this choice is delaying or will delay the people’s 
victory, but it will not and will never stop the movement 
for the conquest of a genuine democracy in order to put 
an end to the Banana Republics of the tropics. 


By choosing Bedie, France is going to be held responsi- 
ble, as in Rwanda, for any future drifts. This is because 
France has organized and armed the Bedie regime in its 
mad ride that is today leading us straight to civil war. 
This civil war was carefully prepared with the help of 
French intelligence services. Therefore, if the irrepara- 
ble happens to this country of Eburnia [Cote d’Ivoire], 
France should be held accountable; it should be made 
to account for any evil that might befall Ivorians and 
French nationals living in great numbers in our country. 
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